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THE HEALTH OF THE PRESIDENT, according to 
the last accounts from Washington, was rapidly im- 

roving, and it was expected that he would soon 
be able to attend to business as usual. 

‘MarRYLAND. The aoe of this state com- 
menced its session on Monday last. Richard Tho- 
mas, esq. of St. Mary’s county, was chosen pre- 
sident of the senate, and Benj. L. Gantt, esq. of 
Prince George’s county, speaker of the house of 
delegates. 

The governor’s message was transmitted to both 
houses on Wednesday last. It is said to be a well 
written document, containing many useful and im- 
portant suggestions. It advocates the reception of 
the surplus revenue, and recommends early legisla- 
tion upon the subject; and in pursuance of this re- 
commendation, as we learn from the correspondent 
of the Baltimore Gazette, the committee of ways 
and means promptly renorted a bill authorising the 
state treasurer to receive it from the proper disburs- 
ing officer of the United States. “If it should be 

aid by checks and drafts on the Union and Frank- 
fin (the deposite) banks, the bill provides that there 
shall not be a sudden, but a well withdrawal of 
the ‘unds—that withdrawal inust be governed by 
the discretion of the treasurer, by the convenience 
of these institutions, and the interests of the state. 
The moneys as drawn from time to time are to be 
deposited in the bank of Baltimore and the Farmers’ 
bank of Maryland—subject to the future disposition 


» of the legislature, and in the meantime are to be 


applied to discounting real paper at short dates.—- 


) This report, in consequence of the time the state 


has for accepting the portion being limited, is not a 
general and final one. The permanent investment 
and appropriation of the fund is reserved for further 
consideration and for a future report.” 

This proposed transfer has caused no little ex- 
citement in certain quarters, and some think it 
would be eminently mischievous to the mercan- 
tile community; for the reason that it would com- 
pel the deposite banks to call in their loans in or- 
det to meet the demands of the state treasurer up- 
oi them. This may be true. But it is a little 
remarkable that the deposite banks have refused fa- 
cilities to the commercial community, and thus 
added to the grinding oppression under which all 
classes have suffered for some months past, on 
the ground that they were compelled to do so to 
meet the demands of the general government for 
the surplus in their keeping. If this was the true 


reason for their conduct, the objection to the trans- | 


fer is not valid, for the. money must now be in their 
vaults subject to the draft of the secretary of the 
treasury, and its transfer can have no possible effect 
upon persons who are now borrowers. If not the 
true reason, the depusite banks have not been go- 
verned in their recent policy by the alleged obliza- 
tions imposed upon them as keepers of the public 
treasure, and they must assume a fearful amount of 
responsibility. For the question will naturally 
aise, how is it that the commercial community 
have been deprived of facilities, when the deposite 
banks have not only discounted upon their own ca- 
pital, but upon the revenues of the government? 

ie inference from such a question would go 
’r to confirm charges against the deposite bane 
cre, that have been preferred against those in other 
‘tes, and increase that distrust of banking institu- 
Lons which was unhappily enzendered by the vil- 
‘nous doings connected with the bank of Mary- 
and and other similar swindling institutions. As 


Maryland, and the residue in the Union bank of 

Maryland and the Franklin bank of Baltimore, sub- 

ject to the control of the general assembly. The 

Farmers’ bank of Maryland is located in Annapolis, 

on Union bank and Franklin bank are deposite 
anks, 


Judge John Buchanan, of Washington county, 
gen. Thomas Emory, of Queen Anne’s county, any 
Samuel Jones, jr. esq. of Baltimore city, have been 
appointed by the governor and council commission- 
ers to negotiate the loan of $8,000,000 provided for 
by the internal improvement bill of last session. 


Triat oF RicHarp H. Wuitre. We learn 
from the Intelligencer of Wednesday last, that in 
the case of Richard H. White, indicted and tried in 
the circuit court now in session in Washington, on 
a charge of burning the treasury building in 1833, 
the jury came into court on Tuesday, (after having 
been absent in the jury room for upwards of seventy 
hours), and stated that they were unable io agree 
upon a verdict. By consent of counsel a juror was 
then withdrawn,—thus leaving the case to be tried 
over again. We had laid aside a very interesting 
statement of the testimony delivered on the trial, for 
this weeks “Register,” but will now postpone 
its publication until the case is finally disposed of. 





Kentucky senator. Henry Clay has been 
re-elected a senator from Kentucky for six years 
from the 4th of March next. For Henry Clay 76, 
for James Guthrie (V. B.) 54. Eight members 
were absent, four of whom, it is said, would have 
voted for Mr. Clay. 

Unirep Srates Bank. The following resolu- 
tion was offered by Mr. Hill, in the legislature of 
Pennsylvania on Friday the 23d ult. which the 
Harrisburgh Reporter says ‘will doubtless prevail 
when the mover calls it up for consideration.” It 
| Was accompanied by a preamble condemning the 
“unprecedented haste’’ by which the bill chartering 
the bank was passed, against the known and repeat- 
ed wishes of a majority of the people of the state, 
&c. &c. We will publish the preamble in the next 
“REGISTER:” 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appoint- 
ed to inquire into the mode, manner and means by 
which the said act of 15th of February, 1836, was 
passed, and also into the conduct of the stockhold- 
ers of the said institution and their agents, under 
the said Jaw, since the 3d of March, 1836, and into 
such other mutters as may be connected with the 
Said inquiry, and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, and report to this house. 








SoutH Caroxttna AND Texas. In the “Re- 
GISTER” of the 17th inst. we published Mr. Mc- 
Cord’s report upon that portion of gov. McDutfiie’s 
message relating to our position towards Texas.— 
That report was agreed to by the house of repre- 
sentatives, but in the senate a counter report, made 
by Mr. Hatnilton, formerly governor of the state, 
was adopted. See page 277. 





Sparn and Mexico. The editors of the New 
York Express” have seen a letter received by the 
packet ship Havre, dated Paris, which states that 


‘the writer had received a letter from M. Santa 


Maria, the minister plenipotentiary from Mexico, 
then at the court at Madrid, which states that the 
treaty for the-recognition of Mexico had been agreed 





“ends of the character of our city we would rexret 
are the deposite banks here placed in an attitude | 
Mr nisi render them liabie to such imputations, | 
“flope the question will be simply, whether the | 
“posite banks of the United States, or banks se- | 
tied by the state, can most advantageously use | 


On és “ 2 “ . j 4 2 . j . 5 
vir portion of the surplus for the denefit of the peo- | except Mexico, from South America, that has aj now permanently established!” 


fe and for ourselves, do not hesitate to say that | 
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a S. since the above was in type we have learn- | 
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| government. 


upon between hi:nself and the Spanish government, 


‘and that the difficulties which had previously ex- 


isted between the two governments had been re- 
moved, and the treaty had 


the cortes for their sanction. 
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only to be submitted to | 











Mexico anp Texas. A letter published in the 
New Orleans Bulletin, dated San Louis, Mexico, 
Nov. 23, stated that gen. Bravo had departed for 
Texas with three thousand men, composed: chiefly 
of “‘new recruits who came down, tied in pairs, to 
prevent their running away, and yet, notwithstand- 
ing this precaution, several hundred had deserted.”’ 
But according to authentic accounts, received in 
New Orleans, from San Louis, under date of the 
29th ultimo, General Bravo was stil] in that city, 
occupied in engaging provisions, &c. for the army 
from the commercial house of Rubio, who did not 
appear willing to furnish the supplies on the faith 
of the government. In consequence of this, Bravo 
had written to the minister of war, that he would 
renounce the command if he was not furnished 
with the means to carry into effect the projected 
spn against Texas in the spring. 

The sudden march of a division of troops toward 
the coast to reach which they had to traverse the 
Siera d’Anahue, where several of the soldiers pe- 
rished by the cold and fatigue, was occasioned by 
an order from the city of Mexico, the government 
having been informed, by letters from New Or- 
leans, that the Texians, instigated by Santa Ana 
and Mejia, were preparing to make an attack on 
Matamoras or Tampico, which induced the minister 
of war to send troops to those twu points. No in- 
tention whatever existed of now invading Texas, 
and in truth, it cannot be supposed, ifit be but 
taken into consideration that all the country from 
the border of the Rio Bravo to the Sabine river is 
impassable, a fact of which the Mexicans are well 
aware. 





ForEIGN NEWS. Paris dates to the 9th and Lon- 
don and Liverpool to the 10th and 11th ult. inclu- 
sive, have been received at New York. The chief 
item of inttrest is an account of an attempt by 
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, a son of Louis, to ex- 
cite a revolution in Strasburg, a large fortified town 
on the frontier. It appears that this young man 
called upon the colonel of artillery, Vaudrey, in 
garrison, at Strashurg, with whom he had for some 
time corresponded. After a conversation, the co- 
lonel conducted him to the barracks of his regiment, 
assembled the men, and presenting Louis to them, 
said “Louis Phillippe is no more. His government 
has been overturned in Paris. There is an end to 
the dynasty of Orleans. Behold the descendant of 
‘the great man:’ he is worthy of being our king.— 
Vive Napoleon Louis Bonaparte!”’ 

The soldiers joined the cry, and flew to arms; 
the different posts were relieved, and picquets im- 
mediately marched to the hotels of the prefect and 
other authorities, who were thus placed under ar- 
rest. Colonel Parquin, brother of the barrister 
who defended Fieschi, accompanied Lonis Napo- 
leon to the house of general Voirol, and found him 
just getting out of bed. The general successin}| 
resisted the intruders, and having explained to the 
soldiers that they had been deceived, they then er- 
rested the rebellious colonel and committed him to 
prison—and thus the rebellion was put dowa!!— 
Louis has also been committed to prison. 


he French journals also contain an account of 
an attempted insurrection at Vendome, simultane- 
ously with that at Strasburg, which was checked 


without interrupting the tranquility of the town. 


In England there was a probability that the crop 
of grain would be short. 





Mr. Forrest, the American actor, bas success- 
fully performed ‘*Spartacus” in Dr. Bird’s play of 
the “Gladiator,” and several of Shakespeare’s he- 
roes before a London audience, and, in consequence, 


has caused much rejoicing among his friends on this 


The government of Venezuela is the only one 


minister plenipotentiory at Madrid for the purpose 
of adjusting the terns of recognition. ‘This minis- 


vice president of Venezucla. There is very little 
doubt that he has negotiated a sitnilar treaty for his 
There is a treaty 


} 


| 


between several of | to their intelligence or patriotism. 
at the bill passed the house of delegates on | the South American republics, that they never will the inference that his failure would have caused 


side of the water, one of whom says “his fume is 
We are certainly 
pleased at Mr. Forrest’s success, for the London 
critics form a body whose decision is not to be 


to such custodiaries as will freely distribute it | ter is gen. Soublette, who recently has been elected | ligitly regarded. But his friends betray a spirit of 


dependence when they make these foreign arbiters 


the tribunal of last resort, that is neither creditable 
For they admit 
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irom England. A similar result has been already 
witnessed in the fate of Dr. Bird’s tragedy of the 
‘*(ladiator,” in which Mr. Forrest made ‘his first 
appearance in London. Here, it was thought to be 
a production of a high order, only equalled in its 
literary merits by Forrest’s talents as an actor.— 
But having been “damn’d” in London, it has now 
no admirers in America—at least none who avow 
themselves; for we have not seen one word urged 
in its favor since the decision of the critics of old 
Drury. 

THE MINT AND THE COINAGE. The import- 
ant bill consolidating into one, with slight altera- 
tions, all the existing laws and regulations respect- 
ing the mint and coinage, was yesterday ordered to 
b> engrossed for a third reading in the house of re- 
presentatives, Mr. Adams having waived his ob- 
jections to parts of the bill, after having maturely 
examined it, and other objections being obviated 
by amendments. As the bill now stands, the gold 
coin remains as now; the silver dollar is to be here- 
after of the weight of 4124 grains instead of 416, 
its present weight, (the quantity of pure silver in 
it, however, remaining the same), and the parts of 
a dollar of proportionate weight; and the copper 
coin remains, instead of being reduced as proposed, 
at its present weight of 168 grains to the cent, and 
84 grains to the half cent. 

[ Nat. Int. of Wednesday. 





MricntGAn. The election for assemblymen and 
senators closed a short time ago, and the following 
is the result, except in two counties, sending one 
dlelegate each, which had not been heard from. 

Assembly—Democratic 23; states rights 24... 

The senate is said to stand 7 democratic and 5 
state rights. 

We have not seen the official result of the presi- 
dential election, but it has been forwarded to Wash- 
ington by a special messenger—and is said to be in 
favor of Messrs. Van Buren and Johnson. 

Lours McLane, esq. late secretary of state, and 
recently president of the New York and Morris 
canal and banking company, has been elected pre- 

' sident of the Baltir ore and Ohio rail road compa- 
ny.” The energy, talents and weight of character 
whici: this gentleman will bring to his new duties, 
assure us that the great work will now be success- 
fully prosecuted and realize the warmest wishes of 
its friends. 





RestGNATIon oF Mr. Porter. The editors of 
the «National Intelligencer” have learned from a 
correspondent at New Orleans, that Alexander Por- 
ier, esq. has resigned his seat in the senate of the 
LT'nited States for the remainder of his term, which 
would have expired on the 4th of March next.— 
Personal indisposition and family affliction are, we 
regret to state, the reasons which induced Mr. Por- 
ter to this course. It is presumed that, the legisla- 
ture not being in session, a temporary appointment 
to fill the vacancy will be made by the governor. 

RestcnatTion oF B. W. Lerau. The com- 
mittee of the house of delegates of Virginia, to 
whom Mr. Leigh’s letter resigning his seat in the 
senate of the United States was referred, have re- 
ported the following resolutions. 

«Mr. Watkins, from the select committee ap- 
pointed to consider Mr. Leigh’s letter of resigna- 
tion, made a report, concluding with the following 
resolutions: 

“1, Therefore resolved, That the two several let- 
ters aforesaid, of Benjamin Watkins Leigh, are 
~ deemed highly disrespectful in their tone, and un- 
satisfactory in their reasoning, and that this as- 
sembly doth decidedly disapprove of the conduct 
of the said Benjamin Watkins Leigh, touching the 
expunging resolutions, and the instructions con- 
cerning the same, given him by the general as- 
sembly at the Jate session thereof. 

«2 ” Resolved, (the letters of the said senator to 
the contrary notwithstanding), That this assembly 
doth solemnly repeat their unshaken regard for the 
right of instruction, as resting on the broad basis of 
the nature of representation, and as one of the vital 
principles of our free institutions; and that it is the 
duty of the representative to obey the instructions 
of his constituents, or resign the trust with which 
they have clothed him,in order that it may be 
transferred into the hands of those who will carry 
into exeention the wishes and instructions of the 
constituent body. 

«9. Resolved, That after the solemn, and now 
seneated expression of the opinion of the general 
assembly on the right of instruction, and the du 
ot obedience thereto, no man ought henceforth to 





accept or retain the appointment of senator of the 


United States from Virginia, who doth not hold | 


himself bound to obey 
sign the trust with which he is clothed. 

“On motion of Mr. Pendleton, the report was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed.” 





THE SURPLUS REVENUE. The following are the 
title and preamble of an act which has passed the 
legislature of Virginia relative to the reception by 
that state of her share of the surplus revenue. 

‘A bill declaring the willingness of the state of 
Virginia to accept the deposite of its proportion 
of the moneys that by the 13th section of the act 
of congress, entitled, ‘an act to regulate the de- 
pees of the public money,’ approved the 23d of 

une, 1836, are to be deposited with the several 
states, and authorising the treasurer of the com- 
monwealth to receive the same. 

‘Whereas, by the 13th section of the act of con- 
gress of the United States, entitled ‘an act to re- 
gulate the deposites of the public money,’ ap- 
proved the 23d of June, 1836, it is enacted, ‘that 
the money which shall be in the treasury of the 
United States on the Ist day of January, 1887, re- 
serving the sum of five millions of dollars, shall be 
deposited with the several states,’ under the pro- 
visions and on the terms therein contained; and 
while the general assembly regards any system of 
taxation by the federal government producing more 
revenue than is necessary for the wants of the go- 
vernment .economically administered, as impolitic 
and unjust; and denies the right of the congress of 
the United States to raise revenue for the purpose 
of deposite or distribution amongst the states: Ne- 
vertheless believing the surplus money in the trea- 
sury to have arisen under extraordinary circum- 
stances, not likely to continue, and considering the 
provisions of the said act to be a temporary ex- 
pedient to relieve a redundant treasury, and being 
willing in good faith, under such circumstances, 
to receive the proportion of said surplus proposed 
to be deposited with the state of Virginia: Be it 
enacted,”’ &c. 





Erie AND CHAMPLAIN CANALS, 1836. Canal 
collector’s office, Albany, December 15th, 1836. The 
whole quantity of down freight conveyed on the 
Erie and Champlain canals to the city of Albany, 
during the season of canal navigation in the year 
1836, is as follows: 


Barrels of domestic spirits . ‘ 19,057 
Feet boards and scantling 111,120,630 
Thousands shingles. ; ‘ 21,788 
Feet timber 217,400 
Pounds staves . . 35,026,048 
Barrels flour 729,309 
Bushels wheat. , 201,331 
om § Ou... , . 9,448 
do. corn . 90,949 
do. barley . 237,369 
do. other grain 144,977 
do. branand ship stuff . 397,434 
do. peas and beans . 25,105 
do. potatoes . 902 
Barrels ork . 17,633 
do. beef ; ; ‘ ‘ 8,806 
do. salt . : ‘ , 2,474 
do. ashes 22,858 
do. lime . ' 8,990 
Pounds dried fruit . 482,917 
Cords wood . , ; 23,209 
Pounds clover and grass seed 1,009,152 
do. flax seed 477,115 
do. wool 1,384,277 
do. cotton 41,500 
do. cheese 5,577 ;657 
do. butter and lard . 4,496,892 
do. hops 341,601 
do. tobacco 1,659,800 
do. leather . 1,067,555 
do. fur... 19,800 
do. peltry 213,100 
do. gypsum 71,400 
do. stone . 4,989,300 
do. domestic cottons 804,100 
do. domestic woollens . 71,300 
do. merchandise 352,208 
do. furniture 743,658 
do. clay . 2,400 
do. mineral coal . 33,300 
do. bar and pig lead 250,400 
do. = pig iron 483,559 
do. iron ware . 230,605 


do., sundries . . . 7,670,297 
The quantity of up freight conveved on the Erie 
and Champlain canals, from the city of Albany, 
during the season of canal navigation in the year 
1836, is as follows: 


Pounds merchandise ‘ - 148,509,272 
do. furniture 3,917,618 
do. other articles 21,806,673 


such instructions, or to re- | 


——<——— 


departed from Albany, was' fen thousand two hy, 
dred and twenty-six. [Albany Argus. 
GoLp AND SILVER Corn. A writerimthe«Ney. 
buryport (Mass.) Herald” estimates the presey 
sup . of gold and silver coin, in- this country an, 
in Europe, as being’ $30,000,000 less in value thay 
it was seven years ago. This deerease, he oo. 
tends, is owing to two causes; the diminished: 9). 
ply from the mines, and the growing demand. {o, 
gold and silver ornaments'and utensils. The ingy. 
ence of the latter cause is mueh greater than wou); 
be supposed at first thought. It, is upon sound ay. 
thority estimated, that £5,000,000 are annually 
withdrawn from circulation for these purposes, T). 
amount is of itself equal to the whole annval supply 
from the mines of Europe and America. £2,000 ,09j 
are annually exported to Asia, over and above wha 
returns either from that quarter or from Africa, 
making a total of £7,000,000. The abrasian o; 
wear of coin is estimated at one part in 420, 
£2,381 in the million. The annual supply is abou 
£5,000,000. The effect of all this is, that the 
amount of coin in Europe and America, which, ip 
1809, was estimated at $380,000,000, was, in 1828, 
twenty years later, less than £308,000,000, shovw. 
ing a reduction of £72,000,000 in that short period, 
By extending the calculation to the present time 
offsetting the increased supply from the mines of 
the United States and Russia by the increasing 

uantity required for the arts, by the growing taste 
for ornaments and luxury, also allowing for the drain 
to Asia and the loss by abrasian and other causes 
—we find that the stock of coin has, in the inter. 
val, suffered a still further reduction of £8,000,00) 
or nearly £80,000,000, and cannot now be put 
higher than £ 289,000,000, being a falling off from 
the entire stock, in 27 years, of £91,000,000, « 
nearly one-fourth. 

Commerce oF Cuicaao, (Inu1nors). Then. 
pid growth of Chicago is a subject of remark ani 
wonder throughout the union. The growth of the 
town, however, bears no comparison with that of 
its commerce, as will be seen in the following 
statements: In 1833,there were, as we are inform: 
ed, but four arrivals from the lower lakes, viz: two 
brigs and two schooners, say 700 tons. In 183 
there were about 250 arrivals, nearly all of which 
were schooners, averaging about 90 tons burder 
each, or 22,500 tons in all. In 1836, the first ar: 
rival was on the 18th day of April. From that time 
to the first day of December, 226 days, 456 vesst!s 
(49 steamboats, 10 ships and bargues, 26 brigs, ei 
schooners and 8 sloops) arrived, averaging 57,5%! 
tons, as follows: 85 ships, steamboats, barques and 
brigs, at 250 tons each, 21,250 tons: 363 schooner 
at 100 tons each, (many of them carry 150 to 2)’ 
tons), 36,300 tons: or 57,550 tons in all, withou! 
including the sloops. To give a more concis 
view of the increase of our commerce, for lit 
years above named, we place it in the following or 
der: 


Year. Number ofarrivals. Average lonntte 
1833 4 710 
1835 250) 22, 500 
1836 456 57,559 


As there are several vessels now on the wa, 
which will arrive here this season, we may safel 
state the tonnage at 60,000! being an increase of 
59,300 tons in three years! 

Is there any other town within the borders of oi 
union which can boast of as large an increase in 
commerce as this? We challenge! [ Chicago nn 

In speaking of the resources of Illinois the Chi 
cago American further says— 

“Grape vines are found indigenous and abu 
in most parts of the state, yielding grapes \ 
might be profitably made into excellent wine. ” 
reign vines are easily cultivated. But the indigene 
vines are found in every variety of soil; twine¢ W" 
every little grove in the prairies and berrens; . 
curling themselves to the tops of the loftiest 
that rise in the beauty and luxuriance of their grow" 
from the rich soil of the bottoms. In the infant! 
of settlement the French made wine in such “ 
dant quantitics, as to make it an article of ex} ; 
to their native country, itself celebrated {or ™ 
“blushing vinehills.” But the proper authori 
of the old kingdom prohibited the introduction 
wine from Illinois, as it might injure the sa ‘th 
their own staple article. It is stated in one 0! ry 
magazines of the country, that so prolific are 
vines, one gentleman made twenty-seven aan 
wine with very little labor, in his own imme 7 
neighborhood. And as it will appear, In a _ 
tinued consideration of this state, that mg ‘ 
of its important productions, we have here he 
scriptural standard of prosperity and juxui) 
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= at, and REBELLION IN NAPLEs. According to the New 
+ TWO hyp, ork “Commercial Advertiser,” letters have been 
y Argus, eceived in tliat city from Marseilles, dated Nov. 
te sth, mentionilig a report that the people of Na- 
the“New. Be ies had risett in rebellion against the king, and 
€ Present [ oclared in favor of the prince of Capua. Commo- 
peg and ore Porter wis at Marseilles on the 4th. Sloop of 
= “an ar John Adams was expected daily. 
e, he cop. wsdaull 
al sup Cuvsa. A short time since the governor of San- 
whee for o de Cuba issued a proclamation declaring the 
or infu. BS onstitution of 1812. _Gov. Tacon promptly sent 
would om Havana an expedition of about 3,000 men to 
Sound au. He ell the insurrectionists—but at the last accounts 
2 annually e rebellious governor had annulled his proclama- 
Raiden ion and tranquility was restored. 
: y 
erate TEXAS. The London Times of November 8, 
a 4" “tg Mounding his reasoning on the opinions of his Ame- 
<. ~ Cd, Mican correspondent, under the signature of a 
—— or Jenesee Traveller,” says: 
a pe or «We see in the late proceedings of the govern- 
pry 18 about HR ent and people of the United States a confirma- 


s, that the 
» Which, ip 
aS, in 1828, 


ion of the suspicion, long entertained in the best 
informed diplomatic circles, that the annexation ,of 
Texas to their already unwieidly territory is a fa- 


000, show. rite project. Texas would be the stepping- 

hort period, Wetone to the acquisition of Mexico. Will such a 

ent time~ He, ult, probably not a very distant one, be most in- 
€ mines of MG urious to Spain or to the American union? Mean- 
INCreasing ime, will Europe be content to be a quiet observer 

owing taste f the progress of events!!!” 

or the drain 





ther causes 


n the inter. FATALAFFRAY. Baltimore, December 27. Yester- 


ay evening, between eight and nine o’clock, Dr. 


ig Sia ‘dward J. Alcock departed this life. His death 
ne off fron eames caused by a wound in his thigh of a pistol 
000 000. o all, on the hight of Tuesday, the 20th instant. 
"BPM. George Steuart was charged with having fired 

e pistol which caused the wound—he was arrest- 
). Then. d un the charge, and it being represented to judge 
-emark an rice that the surgeon who examined the wound 


onsidered it probably but not certainly such as 
ight cause death, Mr. Steaurt was held to bail 
harecognizance of $10,000. Yesterday afternoon, 
hen it was declared by the surgeons that Dr. 
leock could not live more than a few hours, Mr. 
teuart surrendered himself to the civil authority 
d was committed to prison, where he remains to 
vait the decision of the law. 

The circumstances which led to the above me- 
ncholy result, originated some weeks ago in a 
spute of a political character between the de- 
ased and a near relative of Mr. Steuart, which 
as soon changed into a most acrimonious personal 


owth of the 
vith that of 
e following 
are inform. 
es, Viz: two 
\ I n 1835, 
il] of which 
‘ons burden 
ye first arri- 
ym. that time 
456 vessels 
6 brigs, 260 
ging 57,55! 


remark that Dr. Martin, of the army, after the ex- 
plosion took place, gave up his place in the bow to 
a lady, and clung to a log until the steamboat San- 
tee came up. 





DREADFUL SHIPWRECK. The brig Gambia, 
which sailed from N. York, for Lisbon, on the 16th 
ultimo, was capsized, on the night of the 19th, 
while lying to in a gale of wind in the gulf. The 
captain, first mate and a passenger were in the ca- 
bin at the time and were drowned. Thesurvivors, 
seven in number, clustered around the forecastle, 
the only part out of water, and lashed themselves 
to the bitts. Here for three days and nights they 
were exposed to the peltings of the storm, with 
nothing to eat but a few raw potatoes, and no wa- 
ter. At this period two of the crew died, and the 
cabin boy died, raving mad, and to satisfy the crav- 
ings of hunger the boy was cut up for food! On 
the night of the 22d the remainder of the crew, who 
had succeeded in reaching the main top, saw a ves- 
sel to leeward, which proved to be the ship New 
England, on board of which they were taken and 
landed in Boston. The names of the survivors are 
Joseph Coniilard, second mate, Samuel Presson, 
Andrew Smith and A. Smith. Those drowned 
were captain French, M. Jordan, mate, and John 
Dean, passenger, Jacobs, the cook, Andrew Pater- 
son, seaman, and a Portuguese boy, named Alex- 
ander, died from fatigue and hunger. The Gambia 
was laden with rice and tobacco. 





Uprer Canapa. The very liberal sum of 
£500,000 has been voted by the house of assembly 
of Upper Canada, for repairing the roads of that 
province. After an animated debate of three days, 
in coramittee of the whole, on the report of a com- 
mittee appointed toexamine and report the present 
condition of the Welland Canal, it was voted, 31 to 
27, to purchase the stock held in the work by indi- 
viduals, and apply the public funds towards its com- 
pletion and repair. It was stated, in the course of 
the debate, that, including the money the province 
had already paid and was liable for, the sum requir- 
ed to purchase out the stockholders, and to make 
it a substantial work, would amount to about 
£1,000,000;—and that to pay even the simple inter- 
est on that sum, the tolls must yield not less than 
£60,000 perannum. The tolls for the past year 
are stated at £7,000. 





LABORERS IN ENGLISH FACTORIES. It appears 
from certain statistical returns that there were em- 
ployed in the cotton factories of Great Britain, last 





he, in which Mr. S. was himself involved. 


argues and 
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HORRIBLE ! Too soon has the ill-fated example | 
St. Louis, without any of its mitigating circum. | 
ances, been followed, in the burning of a murder- | 
—a slave—in Arkansas. | 
ve of the horr 


nexed extract from the Ark 
th ult, | 


The only account we | 


age tonnage. 




























700 Ay ° 
295i : We have been informed that the slave William, 
57,550 Hotmurdered his master (Husky) some weeks 


"es and several negroes, was taken by a party, a 
V days since, from the sheriif' of Hot Spring, and 
med alive! yes, tied up to the limb of a tree, a 
e builtunder him, and consumed in slow and lin- 
nig torture! We have mentioned this disvrace- 
and barbarous outrage, that the ministers of the 
"may take steps to bring those implicated in the 
ilt of so black a crime, to punishment.” 

1¢ Clreumstances of this criminal outrage are 


on the way, 
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5'0 Was of such a character, tl 
hee of his escape froma 
oY law—his condemnation waa next to cer- 
; [ Miss. Rep. 

ANOTHER STEAMBOAT DISASTER. 
of Steamboat disast 
» which occur in 
like them are reva 


The num- 
ers almost equals the fatal af- 





'n such abut natty “aea 

aa exp tear poh dast disaster was on 
rated for MBS! Jon .>. oat Dolphin, which when off the bar | 
or authority... vamicn er, Florida, having stopped to take | 
troduction Wm. 4° * Pt of, in attempting to start her engine | 


% the boiler, and killed fifiee 

led were col. Brooks, lient. Alexander Mac- 
‘Vnited States army: Miss Brown, daughter of 
“own; Barney Duce, mate; Beaury ‘and Ei- | 
» €nzineers: Kemory, pilot; | 
"stewards, and three blac'cs. 
r Brown, ladvya 
“On; Dr. Martin, Unite 
‘and col. Dill, slieht! 
V293> name it not given. 
ted by the steambo. 
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ible transaction is contained in the | 9974 were from 8 to 13 years old. 
ansas Gazette, of ar | tories, there were employed 10,395 males, and 22,888 


year—100,495 males, and 119.639 females—total 


220,134 persons, of whom 28,771 were children 


from 8 to 13 years of age. In the wool factories 
there were 37,477 males, and 33,797 females—total 
71,274 of whom 13,322 were from 8 to 13 years of 
age. In silk factories there were employed 10,188 


' males, and 20,494 females—total 30,682, of whom 


In the flax fac- 


females—total 33,283 persons, of whom 5,288 were 
from 8 to 13 years old. The whole number of 
persons employed in these four kinds of factories, 
were 355,373 persons, of whom 55,455 were children 


from 8 to 13 years old. 





STEAM POWER US. HORSES. It is evident that 


in afew years, steam power will be applied to such 
a variety of purposes, that the services of the horse, 
or the ox, will no longer be required. Dr. Lardner. 
in his excellent treaties on the steam engine, com- 
putes that there are above one million of horses 
‘ated by the fact, that the evidence against the | engaged in Great Britain, in varions ways in trans- 
, that there was no | porting passengers and goods, and that to support 
just expiation of his | each horse requires as much land as would upon an 
average support eight men. 
animal power were displaced by steam engines, 
and the means of transport drawn from the bowels 
of the earth, instead of being raised upon its sur- 
face, then, supposing the above calculation correct, 
all sections of the country, | as much land would become available for the sup- 
rded as too trivial to attract | port of human beings, as would suffice for an addi- 
tional population of 8,000,000—or what amounts to 
the same, would increase the means of support of 
the present population by abont one-third of the | miles southwest of it. 
present available means. The land which now | 
supports horses, would then support men, cr pro- 
duce corn for food. 


If this quantity of 





Jupcr Wuitrr. Some weeks since a number 


two deck hands,! of the citizens of Carter country, Tennessee, In- 


; | vited Hugh L. White to partaxe of a public din- 
nd two children; Mrs. Gibson | ner. 


In consequence of its being necessary for 


“It is well known to many of my fellow citizens 
that it was my sincere wish that my name should 
not be used as a candidate for the distinguished of- 
fice of the chief magistrate of this great and grow- 
ing nation. Some of you, as well as others, were 
anxious it should be, and I consented. Attempts 
have been made first to coax, then to coerce me io 
withdraw it. These have failed, and the effort now 
making is to verify the prediction of my valued old 
friend, the president, «that I should be rendered as 
infamous as ever Aaron Burr was.” Thanks to 
you, my countrymen; thanks to hundreds of others, 
who have long known me,I am not so yet. Whe- 
ther I ever will be, the wisest cannot foretell. It 
shall be my constant aim to endeavor to merit a 
good character; but what my reputation will ulti- 
mately be, depends not upon myself, but on my fel- 
low citizens. I am proud of your continued’ con- 
fidence, and return you my sincere thanks for your 
unwavering and steady support. I thank every 
early friend who solicited the use of my name, and 
has remained firm, notwithstanding the denunciations 
of those in power. The few who have yielded me 
up, I can readily forgive. Some of them, no doubt, 
have received weightier arguments than my friends 
can ever use. Others, as a distinguished friend has 
said, were ‘‘misborn.”? Their lot has been east in 
a land of liberty, where every citizen is a sovereign; 
when, according to their principles, they were in- 
tended for the slaves of some despot. 

“J shall preserve your invitation while I live and 
in death hand it over to my children, as an evidence 
that my constituents of Carter county did not credit 
the calumnies which have been showered down 
upon me; and that, let others do as they may, they 
have determined that “they and their children will 
continue to be free.” 





FLORIDA WAR—OFFICIAL. 

In justice to general Call and general Jesup, as 
well as for the purpose of furnishing the latest in- 
telligence of the army in Florida, we publish the 
‘following extracts of official communications re- 
'cently received at the war department. [ Globe. 

Extract of a letter from gen. Jesup, dated 

HEAD QUARTERS, ARMYSOF THE SOUTH, 
Volusia, Florida, December 9, 1836 

“The command of the forces in Florida was 
transferred to me vesterday., I would greatly have 
preferred that governor Call had been perinitted to 
close the campaign. He has had difficulties to en- 
counter of which no man can form an adequate 
idea who has not been here. I have examined 
carefully the state of the service, and have looked 
into every matter connected with the recent opcra- 
tions; and I am sure that no man could have done 
more under the circumstances. He established this 
post, and took every preliminary step to supply if. 
Supplies and means of transportation are rapidly 
arriving; and had he retained the command, he 
would soon have struck an important blow. 

The term of service of the Tennessee volunteers 
will expire in a few days. To avail myself of their 
services in the attack I propose to make, I shall 
move sooner than in my own judgment I ought to 
move, aud may have to fall back; but I am so ar- 
ranging my depots, that if compelled to relinquish 
one object, I shall reanily strike another [ff I 
‘should not succeed in dislodging Powell, I can, on 
ireturning to this place, strike Micanopy, Philip 
‘and Cooper, who are about a day’s march from 
each other, each with from one hundred and twen- 
ty to two hundred Indian and negro warriors; the 
latter, perhaps, the more numerous, My object 
will be to strike them in succession, and prevent 
them from concentrating.” 








Exiract from a letter from maj. gen. Je dited 
HEAD QUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTI!I, 
Volusia, Florida, Dec. 12, 1836. 

“A sufficient supply of subsistence having been 
received yesterday to enable me to move with 
twenty days’ rations, the army will march to-day. 
The advance is now moving. At the Ocklawaha I 
shall have the choice of two objects—Micanopy, 
which is about thirty miles south of the point where 





gQ 
Sw) . 





I shall cross that river, and Powell, who is filty 


I propose, after placing the train safely across the 
| Ocklawahe, to leave a sufficient force to protect if, 
j and with the remainder, make a forced march and 
| strike either Micanopy or Powell, and if successful 
, with the first, immediately attack the other. 


} 


| My movements are not in accordance with my 
‘own judgment; they are controlled by the necess 


ity of availing myself of the few davs that yet re- 


ry 


* 


d States army; Mr. Wal-/| him to repair early to Washington he declined the | main of the term of service of the ‘Tennessee bri- 
wounded, and one per-| invitation, and addressed a letter to the gentlemen | gade, and I am, therefore, compelled to march on 
The survivors were | from which the following is extracted. It belonzs| their route to the mouth of the Wyti 
mut Santee. Itis worthy of} to the history of the times: 


} 


' 
i@COOCcaAze 
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| where they expect to embark for New Orleans, on 
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their way home. This movement will enable me 
to strike at the two chiefs mentioned above, and to 
cover the frontier; but had I the control of my 
measures, I could employ the force to much more 
advantage, in a succession of attacks along the 
Ocklawaha, and thence down the Wythlacoochee.”’ 


By the express mail, says the National Intelli- 
gencer, of yesterday, we have intelligence that more 
citizens are to be called into military service in Flo- 
rida. In South Carolina, the governor has ordered 
a —— of 300 men from the 7th and 8th brigades 
South Carolina militia, to march immediately to Flo- 
rida; and an order has also been issued to a detach- 
ment of militia from Alabama for the same purpose. 

The following companies of United States dra- 
groons, left New York on the 27th inst. for Florida, 
in the ship Washington. 

Company E. Ist lieutenant Howe. 

*« 2d lieutenant McNeil. 
Company F. captain Anderson, 
Company G, Ist lieutenant Blake. 

" «« 2d lieutenant Kingsbury. 
Company H. Ist lieutenant Graham. 
" ** 2d lieutenant Hunter. 

A letter from Florida, under date of December 
12, announces the death of captain Ross, of the ma- 
rine corps, of wounds received in the battle of No- 
vember 21. Captain Maitland, who was wounded 
at the same time, was rapidly recovering. 

The editor of the Connecticut Courant, on noticing 
the statement of the secretary of war, that there 
have heen mustered into the service of the United 
States, during the past year, no less than twenty- 
four thousand. fiwe hundred militia and volunteers, re- 
marks—**We believe the troops under the command 
of gen. Washington in the revolutionary war, fre- 
quently fell short of this number!” 


GEN. SCOTT AND JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
To the editors of the National Intelligencer: 

To avoid all misunderstanding and misrepresen- 
tation on the subject of the position I occupy, and 
the paper I recently transmitted to the military 
court now engaged in the investigation of the con- 
duct of gen. Scott, I have to request that you will 
publish the letter itself. 

It will be perceived that this letter is nothing 
more than was published over my own name, in the 
National Intelligencer, more than six months ago, 
in reference to, and in explanation of, a letter I ad- 
dressed to the president in May last. 

As that letter was transmitted to be used as evi- 
dence against gen. Scott, I considered it nothing 
but an act of justice that the substance of the other 
should also be made a part of the record. 

It will be seen by the recent letter, of which I 
send herewith a copy, that I have retracted nothing. 
I have only repeated what I had previously pub- 
lished in relation to an officer with whom I have 
maintained the most friendly relations for fifteen 
years. It is due to myself to say, that this letter was 
conceived, written and sent, before I had any inti- 
mation that my letter to the president had been read 
or commented upon, as it is reported to have been 
in the military court now sitting. I had ina con- 
versation with a mutual friend some time since, an- 
nounced my intention, if my letter of May last was 
made the subject of a charge against gen. Scott, to 
communicate the substance of the publication re- 
ferred to. 

At the period of making that communication to 
the president, there was a dee feeling of distress 
and excitement prevailing in Florida. It was in- 
creased by the publication of “order No. 48,” which 
I deemed it my duty, as their representative, to no- 
tice. I have never retracted, and never shall, what 
I said in condemnation of that order, and in vindi- 
cation of the people of Florida against the denunci- 
ation contained in it. 

But, believing, as I did, that the failure of the 
campaign was owing to the want of previous prepa- 
rations, the lateness of the season, the nature of the 
country which was the theatre of operations, and 
the character of the enemy to be subdued, I felt my- 
self bound, by all the obligations of honor and duty, 
voluntarily to say so, which, however, I should have 
been restrained from saying if I had then heard of 
the language of menace (imputed, I hope, without 
truth, to general Scott) before the court at Fre- 
derick. 

The recent events have proved that after a year 
of preparation we have not had much more success, 
owing to the same causes, though the enemy was 
much more readily found, and the troops as efficient 
and gallant as were ever employed in any service. 





I have greatly misconceived the character of gen. | 
Scott, if he does not, upon a dispassionate review of | 
the subject, acquit the people of Florida of the| the past. Union and harmony are, at this peculiar 


Indians (their number at the time totally unknown) 
made a sudden incursion into the heart of the coun- 
try more than one hundred and fifty miles from their 


I understand the facts to be, that a small band of 


boundary, in a neighborhood thinly settled and 
without arms. This produced some alarm and con- 
sternation among the defenceless inhabitants; but 
before midnight of the evening of their attack on 
colonel Gamble’s plantation, twenty planters were 
armed with fowling pieces, and in pursuit of the 
enemy, without knowing their numbers or calcu- 
lating consequences. JOS. M. WHITE. 


Washington, Dec. 13, 1836. 

Srr: I was informed for the first time to-day, that 
my letter to the president of the United States, of 
May last, had been communicated to the court of 
inquiry, of which you are president, to be used as 
evidence against major general Scott, whose con- 
duct is now under examination. 

This places me in an attitude that I do not choose 
to occupy—that of an accuser of the distinguished 
officer, into whose military operations you are now 
inquiring. 

ince the date of that letter | have, in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, over my own name, as an act of 
justice to gen. Scott, corrected, upon better infor- 
mation, the complaints which I deemed it my duty, 
as the representative of the people of Florida, to 
make against him. I am unwilling that the first 
letter shall be laid before the court without the se- 
cond, and as I have no copy of it with me at pre- 
sent, I take this occasion to say that I am satisfied, 
upon a full and impartial review of the facts and 
circumstances connected with the Florida cam- 
paign, and upon evidence not then before ime, that 
the failure is not to be attributed to major geaeral 
Scott, nor to causes which it was in his power to 
control or to remove. 

It was my intention to have availed myself of the 
first appropriate occasion, in the house of represen- 
tatives, to have declared this in my place, as an act 
of justice to a distinguished officer. 

In saying this, P confine the corri 
military operations. 


gendum to his 


I neither intend to explain 


flecting on the people of Florida; and whilst I ad- 
mit that there is much palliation for the order of a 
major general, founded on the reports of two of the 


Florida, I can never think that there was any justi- 
fication for the charge, however it may have origi- 
nated, or by whomsoever avouched or endorsed. 

If my letter has been laid before the court, I have 
to request that you will present this for their con- 
sideration, in explanation of the other. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, ser- 
vant, JOS M. WHITE. 

Maj. gen. Alerander Macomb, &c. 





MR. MUHLENBERGH’S LETTER. 
From the Washington Globe. 

The subjoined letter speaks the language of a 
true patriot. The cause of the people is impregna- 
ble, so Jong as public men honored with their con- 
fidence and favor act in the spirit it manifests.— 
The lodginents of power which the few acquire 
over the inany, in usurped, exclusive, and, as some 
are pleased to call them ‘vested rights,”’ could never 
be attained but through dissention in the republi- 
can ranks; nor could they be maintained, when 
thus acquired, but for such discord. Tyranny all 
over the world has made its conquests through di- 
visions created among the people, by trusted but 
treacherous favorites. The principle laid down in 
the letter of Mr. Muhlenbergh would save our coun- 
try forever from the curse which has fallen on 
every other. 

Reading, Dec. 1, 1836. 
Col. John Miller. 

My pear srr: I find from the public papers that 
my name has been placed before the people as a 
candidate for a seat in the United States senate.— 
This was done without my approbation or consent. 
I have not, however, deemed it necessary to inter- 
fere in the matter before now, as the people have 


any one they may deem proper for any situation at 


nor retract any thing I said of “order No. 48” re-| i 
e 


highest officers and most conspicuous citizens of 


an undoubted right to bring into view the name of 


their disposal, leaving to the person thus brought 
into view the privilege of asking to be excused at 


. . e e=_ . a 
or foment dissensions among its raembers, Th; " 
is, with me, the first consideration. Anxioyg me Mi 
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to interfere with friends, to remove every ¢a 
dissension, to cement, if possible, <1 firm an 
manent union among all the membe:rs of the 
I desire that my name may not be placed in ; 
nation by any of my friends, even: if they 5 
believe a successful issue certain. I would Only 
approve of a nomination in case a majority of 4, 
democratic members of the legislati tre should dee), 
it necessary to insure the choice of a democrat, 
senitor. Under other circumstances, I do not Wish 
to be considered as a candidate; and, if placeg is 
nomination contrary to my wishes, I request that 
some one of my friends may withdraw my name 
To those who have thought me worthy to fill sp 
distinguished and important a situa‘ion, be pleas; 
to make my sincere acknowledgmeiits. Their un. 
merited partiality and kindness are deeply felt, a4 
will ever be remembered with profound gratity, 
The best proof of this that I can give, will be m, 
unremitted exertion to promote the general go9j 
and the real interests of the democratic par 
(upon whose ascendancy the public interest js . 
lieved to depend), and « cheerful sacrifice of ever 
thing that may be selfish and personal. To this/ 
pledge myself. Very truly, your friend, 
HENRY A. MUHLENBERGH. 
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ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR McDUFFIE, 
Delivered before the legislature of South Carolin, 
December 12, 1836. 

FeiLow citizens: As but a few moments yj 
elapse before I shall retire, in all human probability 
forever, from the stage upon which I have 30 lo 
acted in the service of South Carolina, I canny 
permit the occasion to pass without attempting, 
ive some feeble utterance to the emotions it hy 
irrepressibly excited in my bosom. In what ma. 
ner I have acted the part which has been assigne) 
to mein the great drama of public affairs, andi: 
some of the most eventful scenes of that drama,i 

is not my province to determine. 

Itisall that I can desire, and more than | cw 
hope, that the favorable opinion for which I am noy 
indebted to the partiality and kindness of my felloy 
citizens, may be ratified by the more stern and in 
partial judgment which posterity will pronounce 
upon my character and conduct. One thing [ ma 
be permitted to say, I trust without arrogance, th 
in all the stations to which I have been summonet 
—in all the exciting and engrossing scenes in whit! 
I have been called upon to act—and amidst all thos 
allurements which habitually beset the path « 
a public man—in no solitary instance has aty s 
fish purpose of interest or ambition operated int 








































one single moment to break the intensity and si 
gleness of my devotion to the interests, the honaj™mreport 
and the glory of South Carolina. In the self-degjjfor om 


quivoc 
overn 
of the 
gard, 


voting idolatry of my heart, South Carolina has hi 
no rival. 

But whilst I claim to have brought these unit 
filed, but humbie offerings to her altar, I ain atti! 


same time deeply sensible that all these, and ‘4 “ e 
times more, would be but a poor and inadequate * * at 
am exe 


turn for the manifold proofs of her generous , 
unfailing confidence, by which I have been unio 
ly sustained in all the trials and in all the viciss 
tudes through which it has been my fortune to pas 

Whatever may have been the exclusiveness of 


Pnced + 

You 
his tor 
Doth IV 


devotion; and whatever estimate partiality may hat yma 
placed upon my services, I still owe her a aeot! Are 
eternal gratitude, the record of which is deep! &, 10% 

time DGD her « 


scribed on my heart, and which neither 


. he ity 
change, nor chance, shall ever obliterate. Whegeeity ca 





such time as he may think most expedient. As 
the period is near at hand when the legislature 
must select some one to fill the vacaney which 
will occur on the 4th of March next, it may not be 
iraproper, at the present time, to give you my 





views on the subject. 
We have been taught the fatal effetes of dis- 
union by experience, and should learn wisdom from 


ienominious charges made against them in that! crisis, all important, and great care should be taken 


order. 


| to avoid every thing which might distract the party 











ever | may go; into whatever distant region ag ater 
earth my destiny may carry me—my heart wl" * ais} 
with you, and my prayers will be directed, wi) The 
unerring polarity, to the home of my affections, Fe e 
the land of my allegiance. And if—which . we 
heaven forbid—it should so happen, that oot : he 
pid progress of those inauspicious events reg Papae 
even now casting their ill-boding shadows i 1 in 
them, South Carolina should be constrained we | a 
mon all her chivalry to the defence of her hows.” pps 
gods and domestic altars; yielding a prompt si rath + | 
ence tothe sacred call, F will fly to her ae i 1s, 
standard “swiftas the tempest travels o’cr the a ~ of | 
of mighty waters,” prepared and resolved, 1 : a a 
mon with every true and patriotic son of i ™ my 
defend and preserve her institutions and livé on 
|or perish in their ruins. ++ remit rea 
| And now sir, (to the governor elect), #T'. infant s 
that I surrender into your charge the ensigns od 7 nr 
high trust, to which you have been er aon me 
trust, sir, you receive them untarnished 1 itera 
hands,—I am sure you will transmit them Sta 
nished to the hands of your successor. i. wht 
Feliow citizens, with my most ardent an’ §.. sto 
prayers for your prosperity, individually haters 
lectively, I bid you farewell. rs 





ee, 


—— 
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ers. Th; 
Site r.. aaa submitted to the senate of South 
ina the following report: 

Seer ia pe mmittee of federal relations to whom was 
the party Si oferred $9 much of the governor’s message as re- 
d in now; [mates to the relations of this country with Mexico 
1ey shouli and Texas;, and to whom likewise was referred the 
vould only rt of the house of representatives on the same 


rity of the bjeets sent to the senate for concurrence, beg leave 
Ould deen, fe to report: 


de , t they have approached the discussion of the 
lo ited ed calaeenented in these two papers, with a 
placed j profound sense of its momentous importance, end 
quest that : ¢ the highly delicate and interesting considerations 
Ly Name i emaa involved in the issue of the pending 

Y to fill » fimustruggle between Mexico and Texas. 
be pleases Your coiamittee are quite willing, and they be- 
Their ny, Elieve the senate would desire, to record their entire 
Ly felt, ang concurrence in the wishes so emphatically express- 
eratitude d by the governor for the preservation of the neu- 
will be ny lity of our government in the subsisting contest 
neral real netween these two powers. His excellency’s views 
atic party, memembrace principles as clearly in conformity with the 
erest is be. Igemaxims of international law, as thcy are with the 
ce of ever fmmessons of sound policy and justice. Our govern- 
nent shouki certainly maintain all those relations 


| To this] 


BERGH. 
UFFIE, 


h Caroling 


owards Mexico which are at once sanctified by the 
faith of existing treaties, and the usages of civilized 
ations in «mity with each other. Nor does your 
ommittee believe that there is the slightest reason to 
prehend that the independence of Texas will be 
ecognized by our government until she has vindi- 


oments vilfmmeated her claim to such recognition, by a victorious 
probability, immpossession of the country, and by establishing a 
ave so lend rovernmel: de facto, clothed with all the attributes of 
, I cannofmmeovereignty’ and independence. When this event 


‘tempting ty 
tions it has 
1 what man- 
en assignel 


fairs, and 


iat drama, i 


hall occur, this question, as well as that of volun- 
tary admission into this union, may be safely con- 
filed to the. only constitutional tribunal to which it 
properly b2longs, the congress of the United States; 
and in the deliberations necessarily involved in this 
subject before that body, your committee have no 
Beason to believe that the delegation from South 


in 


than 1 cw arolina will not discharge, in a manner eminently 
ch I am novfammeatisfactor y to their constituents, their duty to their 
of my fellovammeountry, and to that portion of this confederacy 
tern and in.fnaving the deepest and most abiding interests in the 
| pronounce question. : a 

thing I may Here your committee would willingly leave this 
ogance, thifmmsubject, under a painful reluctance they cherish to 
1 summoneilammtake any course which might seem to indicate a dif- 


nes in whiclmmmference of opinion between our late executive and 
Lidst all thosmmthis body, who has just retired from the discharge 
the path dimmoef the duties of an office which have served only to 
has any x onfirm iis high and irrevocable claims to the gra- 
operated foammtitude acd confidence of his country, But the dis- 
sity and sifmm™eussion has been forced on your committee by the 
s, the honormmreport ef the house of representatives transmitted 
the self-defmmfor our concurrence, which seems to afford an une- 


olina has ha 


these unde 


+, Tam at 
nese, and 


radequare 


renerous 


yeen unild 
1 the vicis 
rtune to ps 


veness ol 


lity may hat 


quivocd sanction to the sentiments Which our late 
Sovernos seems to entertain of the respective claims 
of the contending parties to our sympathy and re- 
(hie card. 

to In expressing this dissent from the opinions of 
rqmmpour late executive, we are prepared to do justice to 


cfmmete exalted motives of patriotism which have influ- 


rig™m™menced views which we may deem to be erroneous. 
Your committee are constrained to say that on 
his topic, to differ with him on the declaration that 
ofmoth Mexico and Texas are equally entitled to our 
sympathy, which is precisely tantamount to the 


ner a debt @#poposition that neither can invoke any such a feel- 
is deeply PDE, for it will be scarcely pretended that Mexico, 
ier time 1M" her-career of violated faith and stupendous atro- 
rate. WhiMelty can put in any such aclaim. Upon a simple 
region of # Statement of facts, it remains to be seen whether 
heart will fl exas has a just pretension to challenge any interest 


cted, wiih ‘ 
iffections, 


*n our part in her present struggle. 
‘lm The cause of Texas is identical with the cause 


—which mMBWhich severed the colonies of North America from 
hat in the GM parent country. 

nts which MM™@ Itis a radical mistake to suppose that the revolu- 
radows began in Texas was commenced by a band of mere 


~ained t 


her house™ 


0 sll uu 


venturers, unsustained by a resident population 
" possession, by a legal title, of chartered rights 


yrompt ob! tnd a portion of the property of the county. The 


» her glen 
o’er the ¥ 


ruth is, that at an early period after the acquisi- 
On of Louisiana, when pain exercised scarcely 


olved, in OMY jurisdiction, civil or military, over this vast 
vn of her's MFrritory, the hardy emigrants of our western fron- 
and libeM@#er pushed their enterprise into these solitudes, and 

i *Mmenced settlements which have since become 
et), it rem" Me most flonrishing portions of the country. These 
ensigns infant Settlements gardually increased and became 
summon’ MSperous; and in the struggle between Spain and 
shed frolt Mr provinces, Texas rendered the most essential 


it them U"§P*vices to the common cause of liberty and right. 


r 


ually 2 


Immediately after the termination of the struggle 


7 loti VY asrh. '° . ‘ 
ent and ccuRRy W hich Spain lost her colonies on our continent, 


© actual settlers in Texas obtained guaranties and 
‘arters for the encouragement of emigration and 


settlement, which allured an enterprising portion of 
the people of the United States within her limits, 
under the faith of the most solemn compacts. These 
were violated without a color of justice, under a 
despotic jealousy of the growing importance of Tex- 
as, and in the most flagrant manner; and it was not 
until the confederacy of the provinces was flagi- 
tiously overthrown by the substitution of a consoli- 
dated central despotism, that Texas resisted, and 
even her resistance was not commenced until she 
had exhausted every resource of supplication and 
remonstrance. Her resistance rested like that of the 
former colonies which now form these independent 
states, ona violation of chartered rights and consti- 
tutional guaranties; and if in a cause so just and 
holy, many of the gallant spirits of our own count 
have hastened to her standard, it neither weakens 
the justice of her cause, or the force of those public 
principles which justify her resistance. 

Since the invasion of Texas events have super- 
vened which are well calculated to augment the 
sympathy which our people may have felt, even in 
the abstract right involved in the contest. We need 
not refer to the infamous and flagitious barbarity 
of her invaders when, flushed with a temporary 
success, they were able to perpetrate the most attro- 
cious violation of the rights and usages of civilized 
warfare. If these for a time were calculated to 
challenge ‘the deep concern and commiseration of 
eur countrymen for a people suffering under every 
extremity of human misery and desolation, when the 
tide of war turned, and its current was rolled back 
with tremendous force; when a victory the most 
splendid, of which the annals of modern times af- 
ford scarcely a parallel, was followed by a humanity 
and moderation unequally exampled, it is quite natu- 
ral to suppose that this sympathy on the part of our 
people would be largely increased by the admira- 
tion they would feel towards a handful of brave 
men who had vindicated their claim to an empire 
by the rights of war, and by the glorious attributes 
of mercy and Christian civilization. To check this 
current of confraternity and feeling would be trea- 
son against our common nature and that moral sen- 
timent upon which the preservation of our own liber- 
ties must rest. 


The sequel of this deeply interesting drama must 
be left to the dispensations of a wise Providence 
whom we are taught to believe orders every thing 
for the best. There may be those who suppose that 
it will be neither the policy of the United States to 
recognise the independence of Texas, or admit her 
into the union. We do not desire to anticipate the 
vast considerations which enter into this subject. 
To such persons it might be said that, although both 
of these privileges might be denied, yet we cannot 
strike Texas from the map of the physical globe, or 
from her territorial location. ‘There she stands as 
our neighbor, for good or for evil, touching our fron- 
tier at a point of intimate community with our most 
sensitive interests, and alluring, by her immense 
and boundless fertility of soil, a stream of emigra- 
tion which is destined to make her a great state in 
our confederacy, or a powerful separate empire. 

Nor is it to be concealed that the interest which 
our people feel in her future destiny is in no small 
degree augmented by her having not only domestic 
institutions analogous to our own, but from the fact 
that she has already been threatened with the hos- 
tility of Great Britain and the opposition of some of 
the free states of our own union, by reason of these 
very institutions which have been engrafted in her 
new constitution as a part of the fundamental law 
of the land. 


If these events admonish us of the necessity of 
maintaining a strict neutrality between the contend- 
ing parties, they likewise teach us the no less im- 
portant duty of looking well to our own interests: of 
husbanding the good will and nourishing the sym- 
pathy of those who may be in alliance with us on 
the vast and momentous relations of property, and 
social and political organization, which may be de- 
stined to be touched by the hand of ruthless ambi- 
tion, not the less desolating and destructive, because 
guided by the madness of a blind and pernicious 
fanaticism. 

Your committee in conclusion recommend that 
the report of the house of representatives be not 
concurred in, and that this report be sent to that body 
respectfully asking for their concurrence. 


[The above report was adopted in the senate by 
nearly a unanimous vote. ] 





UNITED STATES AND TEXAS. 
The following message from the president of the 


United States was transmitted to both houses of | the exercise of the 


congress on the 22d instant. 
To the house of representatives of the United States: 
During the last session information was given to 





congress, by the executive, that measures had been 


taken to ascertain “the political, military and civil 
condition of Texas.” I now submit for your con- 
sideration, extracts from the report of the agent, 
who had been appointed to collect it, relative to 
the condition of that country. 

No steps have been en by the executive 
towards the acknowledgment of the independence 
of Texas; and the whole subject would have been 
left without further remark, on the information 
now given to congress, were it not that the two 
houses, at their last session, acting separately, pass- 
ed resolutions “that the independence of Texas 
ought to be acknowledged by the United States, 
whenever satisfactory information should be receiv- 
ed that it had in successful operation a civil zo- 
vernment —s of performing the duties and ful- 
filling the obligations of an independent power.’’— 
This mark of interest in the question of the inde- 
pendence of Texas, and indication of the views of 
congress, make it proper that I should somewhat in 
detail, present the considerations that have govern- 
ed the executive in continuing to occupy the ground 
previously taken in the contest between Mexico 
and Texas. 

The acknowledgment of a new state as indepen- 
dent, and entitled to a place in the family of na- 
tions, is at all times an act of great delicacy and re- 
sponsibility; but more especially so, when such a 
state has forcibly separated itself from another, of 
which it had formed an integral part, and which 
still claims dominion over it. A premature recog- 
nition, under these circumstances, if not looked 
upon as justifiable cause of war, is always liable to 
be regarded as a proof of an unfriendly spirit to one 
of the contending parties. All questions relative 
to the government of foreign nations, whether of 
the old or new world, have been treated by the U. 
States as questions of fact only, and our predeces- 
sors have cautiously abstained from deciding upon 
them, until the clearest evidence was in their pos- 
session, to enable them not only to decide correct- 
ly, but to shield their decisions from every unwor- 
thy imputation. In all the contests that have 
arisen out of the revolutions of France, out of the 
disputes relating to the crowns of Portugal and 
Spain, out of the separation of the American pos- 
sessions of both from the European governments, 
and out of the numerous and constantly occurring 
struggles for dominion in Spanish America, so 
wisely consistent with our just pr has been 
the action of our government, that we have, under 
the most critical circumstances, avoided all cen- 
sure, and eucountered no other evil than that pro- 
duced by a transient estrangement of aig, will in 
those against whom we have been, by force of 
evidence, compelled to decide. 

It has thus made known to the world that the 
uniform policy and practice of the United States is, 
to avoid all interference in disputes, which merely 
relate to the internal government of other nations, 
and eventually to recognize the authority of the 
prevailing party, without reference to our particu- 
lar interests and views, or to the merits of the 
original controversy. Public opinion here is so 
firmly established and well understood in favor of 
this policy, that no serious disagreement has ever 
arisen among ourselves in relation to it, although 
brought under view ina variety of forms, and at 
periods when the minds of the people were greatly 
excited by the agitation of topics purely domestic 
in their character. Nor has any deliberate inquiry 
ever been instituted in congress, or in any of our 
legislative bodies, as to whom belonged the power 
of originally recognizing a new state; a power, the 
exercise of which is equivalent, under some cir- 
cumstances, to a declaration of war; a power no 
where expressly delegated, and only granted in the 
constitution as it is necessarily involved in some of 
the great powers given to congress; in that given 
to the president and senate to form treaties with 
foreign powers, and to appoint ambassadors and 
other public ministers; and in that conferred upon 
the president to receive ministers from foreign na- 
tions. 

In the preamble to the resolution of the house of 
representatives, it is distinctly intimated, that the 
expediency of recognziing the independence of 
Texas should be left to the decision of congress.— 
In this view, on the ground of expediency, I am 
diposed to concur; and do not, therefore consider it 
necessary to express any opinion as to the strict 
constitutional right of the executive, either apart 
from, or in conjunction with the senate, over the 





subject. It is to be presumed that on no future oc- 
'casion will a dispute arise, as none has heretofore 
‘occurred, between the executive and legislature in 
| wer of recognition. It will 
| always be considered consistent with the spirit of 


| the constitution, and most safe, that it should be 


‘exercised when probably leading to war, with a 
| previous understanding with that body by whom 
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war can alone be declared, and by whom all the 
provisions for sustaining its perils must be furnish- 
ed. Its submission to congress, which represents 
in one of its branches the states of this union, and 
in the other the people of the United States, where 
there may be reasonable grounds to apprehend so 

rave a consequence, would certainly afford the 

ullest satisfaction to our own country, and a per- 
fect guaranty to all other nations, of the justice and 
prudence of the measures which might be adopted. 

In making these su orig itis not my pur- 
pose to relieve myself from the responsibility of 
expressing my own opinions of the course the in- 
terests of our country prescribe, and its honor 
permits us to follow. 

It is scarcely to be imagined that a question of 
this character could be presented in relation to 
which it would be more difficult for the United 
States to avoid exciting the suspicion and jealousy 
of other powers and maintain their established cha- 
racter for fair and impartial dealing; but on this, as 
on every other trying occasion, safety is to be found 
in a rigid adherence to principle. — 

In the contest between Spain and her revolted 
colonies, we stood aloof, and waited not only until 
the ability of the new states to protect themselves 
was fully established, but until the danger of their 
being again subjugated had entirely passed away. 
Then, and not until then, were they recognized.— 
Such was our course in regard to Mexico herself. 
The same policy was observed in all the disputes 
growing out of the separation into distinct govern- 
ments of those Spanish American states, who began 
or carried on the contest with the parent country, 
united under one form of government. We ac- 
knowledged the separate independence of New 
Granada, of Venezuela, and of Ecuador, only after 
their independent existence was no longer a sub- 
ject of dispute, or was actually acquiesced in by 
those with whom they had been previously united. 
It is true that, with regard to Texas, the civil au- 
thority of Mexico has been expelled, its invading 
army defeated, the chief of the republic himself 
captured, and all present power to control the new- 
ly organized government of Texas annihilated 
within its confines. But, on the other hand, there 
is, in appearance at least, an immense disparity of 
. physical force on the side of Mexico. The Mexi- 

can republic, under another executive, is rallying 
its forces under a new leader, and menacing a 
fresh invasion to recover its lost dominion. 

Upon the issue of this threatened invasion, the 
independence of Texas may be considered as sus- 
pended; and were there nothing peculiar in the 
relative situation of the United States and Texas, 
our acknowledgment of its independence at such a 
crisis could scarcely be regarded as consistent with 
that prudent reserve with which we have hereto- 
fore held ourselves bound to treat all similar ques- 
tions. But there are circumstances in the relations 
of the countries which require us to act, on this oc- 
casion, with even more than our wonted caution. 
Texas was once claimed as a part of our property; 
and there are those among our citizens who, al- 
ways reluctant to abandon that claim, cannot but 
regard with solicitude the prospect of the reunion 
of the territory to this country. A large propor- 
tion of its civilized inhabitants are emigrants from 
the United States, speak the same language with 
ourselves, cherish the same principles, political and 
religious, and are bound to many of our citizens by 
ties of friendship and kindred blood; and more than 
all, it is known that the people of that country 
have instituted the same form of government with 
our own, and have, since the close of your last ses- 
sion, openly resolved, on the acknowledgment by 
us of their independence, to seek for admission into 
the union as one of the federal states. This last 
circumstance is a matter of peculiar delicacy, and 
forces upon us considerations of the gravest charac- 
ter. The title of Texas to the territory she claims 
is identified with her independence. She asks us 
to acknowledge that title to the territory, with an 
avowed design to treat immediately of its transfer 
to the United States. It becomes us to beware of 
a too early movement, as it might subject us, how- 
ever unjustly, to the imputation of seeking to es- 
tablish the claims of our neighbors to a territory, 
with a view to its subsequent acquisition by our- 
selves. Prudence, therefore, seems to dictate that 
we should still stand aloof, and maintain our pre- 
sent attitude, if not until Mexico itself, or one of 
the great foreign powers, shall recognize the inde. 
pendence of the new government, at least until the 
lapse of time or the course of events shall have 
proved, beyond caval or dispute, the ability of the 
people of that country to maintain their separate 
sovereignty, and to uphold the government consti- 
tuted by them. Neither of the contending parties 
can justiy complain of this course. By pursuing 
it, we are but carrying out the long established po- 





licy of our government—a policy which has secur- 
ed to us respect and influence abroad, and inspired 
confidence at home, 

Having thus discharged my duty, by presenting, 
with simplicity and directness, the views which, 
after much reflection, I have been led to take of 
this important subject, I have ouly to add the ex- 
pression of my confidence, that if congress shall 
differ with me upon it, their judgment will be the 
result of dispassionate, prudent and wise delibera- 
tion; with the assurance that, during the short time 
I shall continue connected with the government, I 
shall promptly and cordially unite with you in such 
measures as may be deemed best fitted to increase 
the prosperity and perpetuate the peace of our fa- 
vored country. ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, Dec. 21, 1836. 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

December 26. The chair presented a communi- 
cation from the treasury department, with a state- 
ment of the discounts, deposites, specie and circu- 
lation of the several deposite banks; 

Also, from the war department, with the report 
of the commissioner of pensions, in compliance 
with the act of 1830. 

Both these documents were referred, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The chair also presented the annual report of the 
commissioner of public buildings, showing the 
manner in which the appropriations for the public 
buildings had been applied. 

A number of petitions were presented and refer- 
red; after which, Mr. Grundy, from the committee 
on the judiciary, reported a bill referred to them, 
entitled, an act, in addition to an act te amend the 
judiciary system of the United States, with an 
amendment, which was read—also, several other 
bills, without amendment. 

Mr. Wright, from the same committee, reported 
the bill referred to them, to extend certain provisions 
of the deposite act, and gave notice that, when it 
should come up, he should move for its indefinite 
postponement. 

A number of bills were reported by Mr. Hubbard, 
from the committee on revolutionary pensions,which 
were read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Hendricks, on leave, introduced a bill autho- 
rising the purchase by the United States of the pri- 
vate stock in the Louisville and Portland canal.— 
Read twice, and referred. 

Mr. Buchanan, on leave, introduced a bill autho- 
rising the secretary of the treasury to compromise 
the claim of the United States on the Allegany bank 
of Pennsylvania. Read twice, and referred. 

Several gentlemen gave notice of their intention 
to introduce bills, which will be noticed in their 
progress. 

The following resolutions were offered: 

By Mr. Calhoun: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to the senate, as early as practica- 
ble after the first of January next, the amount of 
the exports for the year ending the 31st instant, as- 
certained and estimated, and distinguishing between 
the domestic and foreign, and the portion of the lat- 
ter that is free and dutiable; the amount of the im- 
ports for the same period, estimated and ascertained, 
distinguishing in like manner the free and dutiable; 
the amount of duties accrued in the same period, 
ascertained and estimated, stating the portion paid 
into the treasury during the year, and the amount 
outstanding at the end of the year; also, the amount 
of money that will be received in the year from the 
sales of lands, ascertained and estimated, distin- 
guishing the receipts of each quarter; and, also, the 
amount of public money in the treasury at the end 
of the year, ascertained and estimated, and distin- 
guishing what stands to the credit of the treasurer 
from what stands to that of the disbursing officers. 

By Mr. Hendricks: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a port of entry or delivery at Michigan city. 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an additional ap 
a breakwater at Michigan city. 

December 27. The following message, in writing, 
accompanied by documents, was received from the 
president of the United States: 

To the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America: 

By the second section of the act ‘to establish the 
northern boundary line of the state of Ohio, and to 
provide for the admission of the state of Michigan 
into the union, upon the conditions therein express- 
ed,” approved June 15, 1836, the constitution and 
state government which the people of Michigan 


propation for the construction of 
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firmed, and the state of Michigan declare, to be = 
one of the United States of America, anq . 4 end 
mitted into the union, upon an equal footing wi ’ for 
the original states; but on the express ey, dithe had 8 
that said state should consist of, and have ‘y;i, de the , 
tion over, all the territory included withir, cey,. ys? 
boundaries described in the act, and over noj). ay ar 
It was further enacted, by the third section of th: — 
same law, that, as a compliance with the fundam, em he 
tal condition of admission, the boundaries of th, Or 
state of Michigan, as thus described, declareq sa) 8 
established, should receive the assent of a COnver, yi 
tion of delegates, elected by the people of said “a : 
state, for the sole purpose of giving the assent tf 
therein required; that, as soon assuch assent should ~" : 
be given, the president of the United States should ” rel 
announce the same by proclamation; and that, there. ow the 
upon, and without any further proceeding op ¢;, Oth 
part of congress, the admission of the state into the ME secret 
union, as one of the United States of Americ, IM sate r 
should be considered as complete, and the senato. ne tr 
and representatives in the congress of the Unite Moist ¢ 
States entitled to take their seats without turtho, printe 
delay. 
fir ihe month of November last, I received a eon. i. 
munication, enclosing the official proceedings of IM out pl 
convention, assembled at Ann Arbour, in Michigay Il coal: 
on the 26th of September, 1836; all which (markeifill manuf 
A) are herewith laid before you. It wil be gee Sev 
by these papers that the convention there referpoi[iill nemo 
to was elected by the people of Michigan, pursuandif Am 
to an act of the state legislature, passed on the 25th By 
of July last, in consequence of the above mentionedilil heirs ¢ 
act of congress, and that it declined giving: its asseni& Jish a: 
tothe fundamental condition prescribed by congress nodor 
and rejected the same. late i 
On the 24th instant, the accompanying papedBio reg 
we die eo Pap s 
marked B, with its enclosure, containing the PIOMM corps. 
ceedings of a convention of delegates subsequent! Pensac 
elected, and held in the state of Michigan, was pref United 
sented to me. By these papers, which are alsdlfrendez 
herewith submitted for your consideration, it appeargtremit: 
that elections were held in all the counties of tha By | 
state except two, on the 5th and 6th days of Defperiod 
cember, instant, for the purpose of electing a confsolvent 
vention of delegates to give the assent required by By | 
congress; that the delegates then elected assembledffof the 
in convention on the 14th day of December, instant{Mapart f 
and that, on the following day, the assent of the bodyistate o: 
to the fundamental condition above stated was {for The 
mally given. he fart 
This latter convention was not held or elected bitroduce 
virtue of any act of the territorial or state legislafithe que 
lature; it originated from the people the.nselvesfiBubstit 
and was chosen by them, in pursuance of resolug™ “Res 
tions adopted in primary assemblies, held i: the regMecruir 
spective counties. ‘The aci of congress, howe ergiw ‘ethe 
does not prescribe by what authority the convenftaerw 
tion shall be ordered, or the time when, or the manglegal ct 
ner in which, it shall be chosen. Had these lattelf ban! 
proceedings come to me during the recess of comin the s 
gress, I should therefore have felt it my duty, o™irictio: 
being satisfied that they emanated from a conventiqiifhat is, 
of delegates elected, in point of fact, by the peopfiMfion, th 
of the state, for the purpose required, to have issu@ii a less 
my proclamation thereon, as provided by law@e rece 
But as the authority conferred on the president wand afte 
evidently given him under the expectation tuat tanks w 
assent of the convention might be laid befcre higoninat 
during the recess of congress, and to avoid the dela@ble; an 
of a postponement until the meeting of that bodjtke pro 
and as the circumstances which now attend the cagmpauiks is 
are in other respects peculiar, and such as could mun $2 
have been foreseen when the act of June 15, Sql hay 
was passed, I deem it most agreeable to the intq@meral cu: 
of that law, and proper for other reasons, that Gaption 
whole subject should be submitted to the decisioli, bow 
congress. The importance of your early aclgjment b 
upon it is too obvious to need remark. es ic 
ANDREW JACKSOS@@? willir 
Washington, December 26, 1836. cash.’ 
Mr. Grundy moved that the message and dog Mr. 
ments be printed, and referred to the commrteCypject ¢ 
the judiciary. Wbbard 
Mr. Benton remarked that, as the president HB! Ohio, 
given his opinion that Michigan had complied ¥ Mr, H.a 
the requisite terms of admission, and as he iP diser 
said that he should have issued his proclamays of 
accordingly, had the information arrived during MP" class 
recess of congress, he (Mr. B.) regarded the ther to 
posed reference as a mere matter of form, rd rep. 
would prefer that a joint resolution of admisq@pat poin 
should forthwith be passed by both houses. — 9 Met ir 
Mr. Grundy said he would still prefer the compmuri, (1 
which he had suggested, and, on this account—@#r to-m< 
the first convention had not assented to the tree, w 
of admission; but another convention had decile senat 
to accede to the proposition made by the coms Decem 
of the United States. The great inquiry now ¥Prials f 
are the proceedings in accordance with the chief; 
admission? The decision of which questiol@Perrod. 





had formed for themselves was ratified and con- 
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———. a ; 
lared to }, ends on information which ought to be ascertained 
» 2nd ad. P fore the actual admission, though the president 


in his opinion, all was right, and, if 
the recess, he 
r. G. had no de- 


oti) ig With 
} Condition 
€ {UPisdic. 


pad said that, 
the information had come durin 


would have acted poss ay 
y are 


1T Certain MMM gion to produce any delay erence to a com- 
NO)e other mittee. He should not withdraw his motion, and 
ae the MMM he hoped the senator would withdraw his opposi- 
- Odamen. MF ton. ; ‘ 
ES Of the wr. Benton said that, as the committee might 
eClared anq graw up a joint resolution for admission to-day, he 
Conver. MM should not oppose the reference. 
le of saig MM The message was also accompanied with a re- 
1€ assent MM port from the secretary of the treasury, in compli- 
‘Sent should iM ance with the senate resolution of the 19th instant, 
tes should fi jn relation to the unexpended balances remaining 
that, there. in the treasury on the Ist of January, 1836. 
IZ On tie The chair presented a communication from the 
Ate into the fl secretary of the eet’ in ge Senay with a se- 
Merica, MM pate resolution, offered by Mr. Webster, relating to 
Ne senator the transfers, &c. of the public money, since the 
the Unites gist of June last. Referred, and ordered to be 


lout further printed. 


Mr. Tomlinson presented the petition of a large 


ived a comm pumber of the inhabitants of Norwich, in Connecti- 
lings of alll cut, praying for a total repeal of the duty on foreign 
1 Michigay coal; which was referred to the committee on 
chi (markedfiill manufactures, and ordered to be printed. 

Ll be gee Several other gentlemen presented petitions and 


memorials which were referred. 


Te referred 
Among the bills introduced were the following: 


A, pursuant 


On the 25th By Mr. Southard. A bill for the relief of the 
e Mentioned heirs of the late Henry Eckford. A bill to estab- 
ng its assent 







lish a naval asylum. A bill for the relief of com- 
modore Isaac Hull. A bill to establish and regn- 


DY Congress 
late navy rations, and for other purposes. A bill 


ying papem™to regulate the pay of the officers of the marine 
ng the prog™corps. A bill for the erection of a dry dock at 
absequent! Pensacola. A bill to reorganize the navy of the 


Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads and 
canals, reported two several bills referred to them, 
authorising certain internal improvements in the 
territory of Florida, one of them with an amend- 
ment, which was read. 

Mr. Davis, on leave, introduced a bill in addition 
to the acts for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 
men. Read twice, and referred. 

Mr. Davis, in connexion with the above bill, also 
offered the following resolution, which lies over one 
day: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing the laws which impose twenty cents a month 
on seamen as hospital money. 

Mr. Sevier, on leave, introduced a bill for the re- 
lief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, who lost their 
improvements in consequence of the treaty between 
the United States and the Cherokee Indians. Read 
twice and referred. 

Mr. Grundy, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported the bill referred to them in addition to the 
act authorising a settlement of accounts between the 
United States and the receivers of the public mo- 
ney, without amendment. _ 

Mr. Rives offered the following: 

Resolved, That the 47th rule of the senate he 
amended as follows: 

After “country” insert “or who have received 
medals by a vote of congress.” 

Mr. Benton reoved that, of a document from the 
treasury department, showing the unexpended ap- 
propriations remaining in the treasury (and liable to 
go to the states) on the Ist of Januazy, 1837, 1,000 
extra copies should be printed for the use of the se- 
nate; and that five copies be printed, and sent to 
each of the governors, and twenty copies to each 
branch of the legislatures of the several states. 

On this motion an animated discussion arose, in 
which Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Davis, King, of 







































an, Wasprea™ United States. A bill to defray the expenses of a 
ch are als@mrendezvous and naval depot at the southern ex- 
Nn, itappearg™tremity of Florida. 

nties of tha By Mr. Buchanan: A bill to extend to a longer 
lays of Defperiod the several acts for the relief of certain in- 
ting a confsolvent debtors of the United States. 

required b¥™ By Mr. Moore: A bill authorising the secretary 
d assembledffof the treasury to invest the two per cent. fund set | 


ber, instant 
t of the body 
ted was for 


apart for the construction of a road or roads, to the 
state of Alabama. 

The senate now proceeded to the special order, 
he farther consideration of the joint resolution in- 
roduced by Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, on this subject, | 
he question being on the following amendment, or | 
ubstitute, offered by Mr. Rives. 

“Resolved, That, hereafter, all sums of money 
ecruing or becoming payable to the United States, 

‘ether for customs, public lands, taxes, debts or | 
btnerwise, shall be collected and paid only in the | 
egal currency of the United States, or in the notes | 
bf banks which are payable and paid on demand, | 
an the said legal currency, under the following re- | 
trictions and conditions in regard to such notes; 
atis, from and after the passage of this resolu- 
ion, the notes of no banks which shall issue bills | 
if aless denomination than $5 (five dollars) shall 
received in payment of the public dues; from 
nd after the Ist day of July, 1839, the notes of no | 
huks which shall issue bills or notes of a less de- 
mination than $10, (ten dollars) shall be receiv- 
ble; and from and after the Ist of July, 1841, the 
ike prohibition shall be extended to the notes of all 
niks issuing bills or notes of a less denomination 
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_Alabama, Hubbard and Strange participated. 


Mr. Benton supported the motion by a speech, in 
which he explained the nature of the treasury docu- 
ment he wished to have printed and distributed, and 
in the course of which reference was frequently had 
to the deposite bill of the last session, and its effect 
in robbing the country of what (Mr. B. said) ought 


to have gone to objects dear to many of the states, 


and rendering it necessary to lay equivalent taxes, 
or at least to retain taxes which might otherwise 
have been dispensed with. 

Mr. Calhoun opposed the motion, contending that 
it presented a false view, and was calculated only 
to mislead. He adverted to the course of the finance 


committee in treating the bill he had introduced 


| st icine for the prospective distribution of any 


alance that should remain in the treasury on the 
Ist of January next year in a manner somewhat 
cavalier, and called on Mr. Wright, the chairman 
of that committee, to state the reasons why that 
committee had announced the determination to 
imove for the indefinite postponement of the bill, 
without any report showing the grounds on which 
they proceeded. 

Mr. Wright considered the call on him as out of 
its place and unwarranted. When the bill came up 
for consideratjon he should fully state the grounds 
on which the committee were opposed to it. 

Mr. Calhoun rejoined, and complained in strong 
terms of this refusal, and of the course of the com- 
mittee as extraordinary and unprecedented, 

Mr. Hubbard opposed the resvulution of Mr. Ben- 


man $20, (twenty dollars) but the public debtor 
il have the option of paying either in the said 
al currency, or in the notes of banks of the de- 
iptions above mentioned, in good credit; provid- 
i, however, that no notes shall be taken in pay- 
nent by the collectors or receivers, which the 
hiks in which they are to be deposited shall not 
egy to pass to the credit of the United States 
cas ee 

Mr. Hubbard addressed the senate at large on the 
loject of the resolution and the amendment, Mr. 
bard having concluded his remarks, Mr. Ewing, 


as could 
ine 15, |8 
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ge and do 
-ommyi-tee 


president 
omplied W 
d as he 

roclamagis of different states of the union, requiring of 
ed during MP" class to pay gold and silver, and permitting the 
ded the fier to pay in the ordinary currency? Mr. Hub- 
of form, Hd repiied that he had not turned his attention to 


of admis 
uses. 
fer the co 


nat point, considering it as having been sufficient- 
’Met in the able speech of the senator from Mis- 
irl, (Mr. Benton). Mr. Morris obtained the floor 


yccount—f#" to-morrow; and then the senate, at a little past | 
to the t@iree, went into executive business; after which, 
had decHiMe senate adjourned. 
the cong December 28. Mr. Linn presented several me- 
iry now WPrials from the legislature of the state of Missou- 
ith the *@ chiefly relating to the public lands in that state. 
question Belerrod, 


ton on the ground that the statements he wished to 
circulate could have no good effect on the state le- 
gislatures, and so far as they could operate at all, 
oats calculated to mislead all who relied upon 
them. 

The discussion was further continued by Messrs. 
Calhoun, Davis, King, of Ala. Niles and Strange, 
all of whom concurred, and some of them very 
warmly, in opposing the resolution, and by Mr. Ben- 
ton, who spoke several times, and with great ear- 
nestness, in reply. 





On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the question was di- 


N Ohio, inquired whether he was to understand | vided, and being abont to bo put first on the print- 
it. H. as including in his argument of justification | ing of an extra number of 1,000 copies for the use 
discrimination made in the order between citi- | of the senate, and then on ordering copies to be sent 


to the governors and legislatures of the several 
states, and the yeas and nays having been ordered, 
Mr. Benton, on request of Mr. Strange, consented 
to withdraw so much of the resolution as related to 
the circulation of copies; whereupon, the residue, 








viz: the printing of 1,000 copies for the use of the 


'senate, was agreed to without opposition. 


The order of the day on the resolution of Mr. 
Ewing, to rescind the specie treasury order, was 
postponed. 

The senate then proceeded to the election of a 
chaplain, when the ballots being counted, it ap- 
peared the rev. Mr. Goodman, having roceived 22 
votes, was duly elected. 





Several bills received from the house received 
their first and second reading, and were appropri- 
ately referred; when the senate adjourned. 

December 29. A message was received from the 
president of the United States, through .2ndrew 
Jackson, jr. his private secretary, together with a 
report from the secretary of the navy, in compli- 
ance with a senate resolution of the 24th of May 
last. Referred. A dats 

Mr. Grundy, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, to whom the subject had been referred, reported 
a bill for the admission of Michigan into the union 
an an oan footing with the other states. The bill 
was read twice by unanimous consent, 

Mr. Grundy said, so far as the committee had any 
information on the subject, they were ready now to 
communicate it to the senate. He hoped, there- 
fore, the senate would at once proceed with the bill. 

Objections were made to the immediate progress 
of the bill, and a discussion took place, in which 
Messrs. Grundy, Ewing, of Ohio, Calhoun, Bucha- 
nan, Morris and Benton participated. | 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the bill was postpon- 
ed to, and made the order of the day for, Monday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the various docu- 
ments on the subject of the above bill were ordered 
to be printed. 

The chair presented a communication from the 
treasury department, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the senate, with a statement of the amount 
of gold and silver received in payment for the pub- 
lic lands in 1836. Ordered to be printed. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Calhoun, calling 
on the secretary of the treasury for information on 
the subject of exports, imports, and the avails of 
the public lands for the past year, was taken up, 
and Mr. Calhoun having stated that the design ol 
the information called for was to aid in making an 
estimate for the coming year in reference to the 
public deposites, which he regarded as the great 
subject of the session, and liable to produce much 
debate, the resolution was adopted. 

Several bills were reported by Mr. Wright, from 
the committee on finance, among them were the 
following: 

The bill from the house making appropriations 
for the payment of revolutionary and other pension- 
ers, without amendment. 

The bill from the house supplementary to the 
act establishing the mint and regulating the coins 
of the United States, with an amendment; whiclr 
was read. 

The bill from the house making an appropriation 
of $2,000,000 for the suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties; considered as in committee of the whole, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate proceeded to the further considera- 
tion of the joint resolution rescinding the treasury 
order of July 11, 1836, &c. The question being 
on the substitute offered by Mr. Rives, aiming, in- 
directly, at the suppression of the small bills of the 
state banks. 

Mr. Morris having waived his right to the floor, 

Mr. Southard addressed the senate on the subject 
generally. 

About the usual hour of adjournment, Mr. South- 
ard gave way for a motion for adjournment by Mr. 
Ewing. 

Before the senate adjourned, however, Mr. Rives 
gave notice of his intention to modify his amend- 
ment to Mr. Ewing’s resolution on the subject of 
the treasury order, so as to cause it to read as fol- 
lows, viz: 

«‘ Resolved, That hereafter all sums of money ac- 
cruing or becoming payable to the United States, 
whether for customs, ae lands, taxes, debts or 
otherwise, shall be collected and paid onty in the 
legal currency of the United States, or in the notes 
of banks which are payable and paid on demand in 
the said legal currency, under the followi ng restric- 
tions and conditions in regard ta such notes; that 
is, from and after the passage of this resolution, 
the notes of no bank which shall issue bills or notes 
of a less denomination than five dollars shall be re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues; from and 
after the first day of July, 1839, the notes of no 
bank which shall. issue bills or notes of a less de- 
nomination than ten dollars, shall be receivable; 
and from and after the Ist of July, 1841, the like 
‘phonage mae shall be extended to the notes of al] 

anks issuing bills or notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars; provided, however, that no 
notes shall be taken in payment by the collectors 
or receivers, which the banks in which thev are to 
be deposited shall not under the supervision and con- 
trol of the secretary of the treasury agree to pass to 
the credit of the United States as cash.”’ 

The amendment, thus amended, was ordered to 
be printed, and then the senate, on motion of Mr, 
Clay, adjourned over to Monday next. 
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_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
[ Standing comanittees of the house of representatives, 
omttted in the list as published from the National In- 
telligencer. 

A commitiee of revisal and unfinished business, 
consisting of Messrs. Huntington, of New York; 
Mann, of Pennsylvania; Mason, of Ohio; Harlan, 
of Kentucky; Farlin, of New York. 

A committee of accounts, consisting of Messrs. 
Lee, of New Jersey; Hall, of Maine; Johnson, of 
Virginia; Turner, of Maryland; McKennan, of 
Pennsylania.] 

Friday, Dec. 23. After the reading of the jour- 
nal of the preceding day— 

Mr. Ashley, of Missouri, rose and asked leave to 
make a few remarks on the subject of certain reso- 
lutions from the legislature of Illinois, in relation 
to the location of the national read, which had (the 
day before, when, from indisposition, he was unable 
to attend the house) been referred to the committee 
on roads and canals. Hearing some dissenting 
voices, Mr. A. said he would defer his remarks 
until a more fit occasion, when the subject should 
again receive the action of the house. He would 
then be prepared to show the absurdity of the state- 
ments contained in the resolutions, and the remarks 
which had been made in their support. 

After memorials and petitions had been called 
for, in the order of states and territories, and pre- 
sented, and some private bills disposed of, the house 
proceeded to consider the motion, heretofore sub- 
mitted by Mr. Bell, to reconsider the vote by 
which the following resolution, offered on a former 
day by Mr. Jones, delegate from Wisconsin, had 
been laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
propriating money for holding treaties with, and the 
purchase of the lands belonging to, the Sac, Fox, 
Sioux and Winnebago Indians, in Wisconsin terri- 
tory, and ‘to provide for their removal west of the 
Mississippi river. 

Mr. Bell briefly explained that, since the vote on 
this resolution had been taken, he had become sa- 
tisfied that it might be expedient, if possible, to 
effect a treaty with one or more, and possibly with 
all, the tribes referred to in the resolution; and, as 
the resolution was merely one of inquiry by that 
committee into the expediency of the measure, he 
hoped the house would reconsider the vote, and 
adopt the resolution. 

And the question on the motion to reconsider 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative. So 
the vote was reconsidered, 

A brief debate now ensued, in which Messrs. 
Bell, Garland, of La. Ashley, Garland, of Va. Har- 
rison, of Missouri, and Davis participated. The 
question was taken and the resolution adopted.— 
Ayes 99; noes not counted. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Jarvis on the 12th 
inst. (see page 255), directing the secretary of the 
navy to report the names of officers of the navy 
who have received orders for service, &c. was next 
considered and agreed to. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Fry, instructing 
the committee on agriculture to inquire into the 
expediency of immediately abolishing the duties on 
foreign grain and bread-stufls of all kinds. 

There were two amendments pending: Ist. That 
of Mr. Adams to include “the duties on foreign coal, 
salt and iron.” And, 2dly, that of Mr. Williams, 
of North Carolina to include the duty on “sugar.” 
Mr. Fry addressed the house at considerable length 
in remarks which may be published hereafter.— 
After which, on motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, the 
house proceeded to the orders of the day, being the 
consideration of private bills, On motion of Mr. 
A. Mann, the rules of the house were suspended by 
a vote of 117 ayes against 45 noes, to enable him to 
submit a motion that when the house adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday next. Mr. Anthony mov- 
ed to amend the motion by inserting Tuesday; 
which motion was lest. Yeas 70, nays 104. And 
the motion of Mr. Mann was then adopted. Yeas 
96, nays 95. 

The speaker laid before the house the annual re- 
port of the commissioner of public buildings, in 
obedience to the act requiring him to make an an- 
nual report of the manner in which all appropria- 
tions for the public buildings and grounds have been 
applied. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the comptroller of the treasury, transmit- 
ting a statement of the accounts which have re- 


Monday, Dec. 26. William C. Dawson, elected 
from Georgia to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of gen. Coffee, appeared, was qualified and 
took his seat. 

Among the patians presented was one by Mr. 
Adams, from J. Page and twenty-six other citizens 
of Silver Lake, Susquehanna county, state of Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Adams moved that the said petition be re- 
ore to the committee for the District of Colum- 

ia. 

Mr. Pickens asked for the decision of the chair 
upon the construction of the resolution reported 
from the select committee appointed on the subject 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, at the last 
session of congress. By that resolution all memo- 
rials and other papers relating to this subject had 
been ordered to lie on the table without being re- 
ferred or printed. Mr. P. wished to know what 
would be the destiny of these petitions under that 
resolution. 

The speaker said it would be a matter for the con- 
sideration of the house. After referring to such au- 
thorities as he could find, he had come to the de- 
cision that the operation of the resolution referred 
to, ceased with the last session of congress. The 
question, however, was one for the house to deter- 
mine. 

Mr Pickens said he could not consent that these 
petitions should be referred to any standing commit- 
tee of the house. He objected, therefore, to the 
proposed reference of the memorial peace by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, and he called for 
the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. Parks moved to lay the petition on the table. 
Mr. Cushman called for the yeas and nays on the 
last motion; which were ordered. 

[The name of Mr. W. Thompson, of South Caro- 
lina, having been called, Mr. T. rose and inquired 
whether the act of recording his vote on this mo- 
tion would imply that he assented to the reception 
of these petitions at all? The speaker said that the 
question of reception could notnow be entertained, 
the petition actually being at the present time in the 
possession of the house. 


ly excused him.] 


116, nays 36. 
So the petition was laid on the table. 


bate. 


Objection having 


Ss 


a quorum was not present. 
ed it was not. Mr. Adams then suggested to Mr 


of his resolution. 


the house: which motion prevailed, ayes 77 noes 65 
So the house ordered the call. 


then taken, and decided in the negative. 
house refused to suspend the rule. 


being the resolution of Mr. Fry instructing the com 
mittee on agriculture, to enquire into the expedien 


rrain, or on bread stuffs of all kinds, to which reso 





mained unsettled, or on which balances appear to | 
have been due more than three years prior to the | 
20th of September, 1835, on the books of the fourth | 
auditor of the treasury. 

After some further proceedings on a private bill | 


the house adjourned. 


” 





inserting the words “and sugar.” 


Mr. Anthony addressed the house at some lengti 


in opposition to the resolution. 
Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, said that, as the ques 


| tion immediately before the house was on the adop- 


Mr. T. thereupon asked 
to be excused from voting, and the house according- 


And the vote, having been taken, stood: yeas 


Mr. Davis asked the consent of the house, at this 
time, to take up and consider a resolution hereto- 
fore offered by him, providing that all resolutions, 
petitions, memorials, and other papers, which might 
be offered during the present session of congress, 
in any manner relating to the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia, or 
in any of the territories of the United States, should, 
on presentation, be laid upon the table without be- 
ing read, or ordered to be printed, and without de- 


} been made, Mr. Davis moved a 
call of the house, and the yeas and nays were or- 
dered. On motion of Mr. Owens, it appeared that 
Mr. Adams asked the 
speaker if the question was debateable. He repli- 


Davis the propriety of postponing the consideration 


Mr. Anthony said that, as gentlemen had been so 
anxious to come here to-day, [Christmas day], and 
as there was no quorum present, he wished to know 
who was away; for this reason he moved a call of 


The roll having been 
thereupon called, 170 members answered to their 
names: when, on motion of Mr. E, Whittlesey, fur- 
ther proceedings in the call were suspended. And 
the question on the motion to suspend the bi yi 

o the 


The presentation of petitions and memorials was 
'then completed. 

A number of reports on private claims were re- 
ceived and disposed of; after which the house took 
up the unfinished business of the morning hour, 


cy of immediately abolishing the duties on foreign 


lution two amendments had been heretofore offer- 
ed: first, by Mr. Adams, to amend by inserting the 
words ‘‘andalso on foreign coal, salt and iron;” and, 
secondly, by Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, by 


———~ 

tion of the amendment proposing to include the a, 
ticle of “sugar,” it was his wish to offer a few oj, 
servations, But by way of testing the sense of th, 
house, he would move to lay the whole subject = 
the table; which motion prevailed. 
So the resolution and amendments were la 
the table. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Underwood, oy 
the 12th instant, directing the secretary of the trea. 
sury to lay before the house a statement of the yayj. 
ous sums paid to the new states out of the 5 per 
cent. upon the net proceeds of the sales of public 
land, &c. was considered, and agreed to o the 
house. 

The resolution moved by Mr. Chambers, of Key. 
tucky, on the 19thinstant, instructing the secretg 
of the treasury to report to this house the amount of 
revenue due to the United States, the payment of 
which has been suspended under the act for the re. 
lief of the sufferers by fire in the city of New Yor 
passed at the last session of congress, was taken up, 
considered, and agreed to, 

The house took up for consideration the motion 
heretofore made by Mr. Parker, to print 5,000 extra 
copies of the accounts of receipts and expenditures 
of the United States forthe year 1835. 

After some remarks of Mr. ddems, in opposition 
to the motion, which he believed to be unusual and 
the documents useless to the public, and a reply 
from Mr. Parker, who thought the document con- 
tained information that would be useful to the peo. 
ple, the question was taken and decided in the neg- 
lg ayes 52, noes 81. So the motion was reject- 
Cd. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Huntsman on the 19th 
instant. Various modifications were proposed, and 
the resolution was finally adopted as follows: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury cause 
to be prepared, as soon as convenient, and report to 
this house, a tabular statement showing the gross 
revenue receivable on each article of foreign im- 
port for the last four years, distinguishing the 
amount received in each year, together with the 
amounts of drawback in each year. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Bell on the 19th inst., 
requesting the secretary of war to communicate to 
this house copies of all orders issued to governors 
of states or territories, or to officers in the army, au- 
thorising a call for volunteers or militiamen, &c. and 
the same resolution was agreed to by the house. 
The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution moved by Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, on 
the 19th instant, instructing the secretary of the 
treasury to report to this house the number of claims 
to lands in the state of Louisiana, confirmed under 
different acts of congress, and the number of those 
acquired from the United States by purchase, the 
number of patents issued for said claims, &c.; which 
resolution was agreed to by the house. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. White, of Flo- 
rida, on the 19th instant, directing the secretary of 
the navy to communicate the report of the naval 
commission, who have recently been engaged in tle 
examination of the navy yard at Pensacola, &c. was 
considered and adopted by the house. 

The resolution moved by Mr. White, of Florida, 
on the 19th instant, relative to the 9th article of the 
Spanish treaty, was also agreed to by the house. 

The resoiution moved by Mr, Underwood on the 
12th instant, relative to printing 5,000 copies of the 
senate document No. 333, entitled ‘“‘Report of age- 
ological reconnoissance, made in 1835, by G, W. 
Featherstonhaugh,” vas taken up for consideration; 
and, on motion of Mr. Bell, was modified, by 1- 
serting after the word “Resolved,” the words “That 
the committee on the library be instructed to In- 
quire into the expediency of printing;” and at the 
end thereof, “the same to be printed under the G- 
rection of Mr. Featherstonhaugh;”’ and the resolu- 
tion, as modified, was agreed to. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war ad interim, transmitting the 
annual report in relation to applications for pe!- 
sions made in the year 1836, which have been !e- 
jected at the pension office, prepared in obedience 
to the resolution of congress of the 29th of May, 

1836; which letter and report were ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

By the report of the commissioner of pensions, 
it appears that the number of claims for pensions 
which have been made and rejected in 1836, are ® 
follows: 

Tor invalid pensions 
Revolutionary pension, under 


id on 


= 


) 


] 


9 
oo 


act March 18, 1818 


Do. do. under act May 15, 1825 t. 
Do. do. under act June 7, 1832 i 
Do. do. underactJuly 4, 1836 





Total rejected applications 
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And, on motion of Mr. Briggs, the house adjourn- 
oe Dec. 27. After the presentation of pe- 
titionas and memorials, several reports were receiy- 
ed, among them a bill from the committee of ways 
and means, reported by Mr. Cambreleng, making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of government for the year 1837; which bill was 
read twice, and committed to the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union. 


A message was received from the president of the 
United States, transmitting proceedings of a late 
convention held in Michigan, for accepting the 
conditions of the act of congress for admitting the 
state of Michigan into the union; of which message 
a copy will be found in this day’s proceedings of 
the senate. 

The message was read; and. 

On motion of Mr. Craig, the message and accom- 

anying documents were referred to the committee 
on the judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, 

Resolved, That the committee on invalid pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
tinuing to the widows and children-of the officers 
and soldiers of the late war with Great Britain, the 
pensions to which their husbands and fathers were 
entitled. 

On motion of Mr. Cushman, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reviv- 
ing the act granting pensions to the widows and 
orphan children of persons who were employed on 
poard of private armed vessels of che United States, 
who died in such employment during the late war. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the provisions of the act entitled «an act for the 
relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
States,’ passed March 2, 1831, to such persons 
who were indebted to the United States in the man- 
ner provided for by said act on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary last past. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, 

Resolved, That the committee on the library be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of pub- | 


lishing a stereotype edition of the laws of the Unit- 
ed States. 
Mr. Cambreleng offered the following resolution. 
Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing all laws authorising protections to be issued to 
American seamen. 


Mr. C. briefly explained the object of this reso- 
lution. He said it was matter of surprise that these 
laws had not been repealed before this time. In 
the early stages of our government, in the infancy 
of our dangers, such laws were necessary. But 
now, the time had arrived when the flag of our 
country was in itself a sufficient protection. The 
American seamen were taxed heavily for the pay- 
ment of these protections; and no necessity, he 
thought, existed for their continuance, 


Mr. Parker was understood to oppose the object 
of the resolution on the ground that there were 
many cases in which such protections were indis- 
pensable; such, for instance, as shipwreck. 


Mr. McKeon honed that the gentleman from New 
Jersey would yield his objections. It was merely 
for inquiry, and he trusted that the house would 
not Oppose a preposition which made an inquiry 
into the propriety of relieving a highly deserving 
class of our citizens from an onerous tax. Mr. 


Parker said he would not oppose the adoption of 
the resolution. 


_Mr. D. J. Pearce said that he should, at a proper 
time, object to any alteration in the law referred to. 
It had been adopted with a view to increase the 
humber of American seamen. The resolution, like 
many others submitted to this house, looked to an 
existing evil, and took the present year as a stan- 
dard for years to come. ‘The law, as it now stood, 
Served to increase the nutnber of our seamen; the 
resolution, to his mind, looked to a decrease. 


Mr. Cambreleng could not wnderstand how the 
removal of an actual existing tax upon seamen was 
to decrease their number. In his opinion, the tax 
ought to be abolished. If the committee on com- 
merce should see any reason why it should be con- 
Unued, he would yield his own opinion to that com- 
mittee. He wished to refer it to them simply as a 
matter of inquiry. ‘So far as he had himself exa- 
mined the abject and from the information he had 
collected from sources where the subject ought to 
be best understood, he was decidedly of opinion that 

} . ‘ 4 
the law ought to be abolished. 

Mr. Gilleit hoped the resolution would pass; but 
Suggested to Mr. Cambreleng so to enlarge the re- 





solution as to instruct the committee to inquire into 
the expediency of abolishing the fees. 


Mr. Cambreleng accepted the modification. 


Mr. .4dams said he was very glad the proposition 
had beer: made; that he hoped the subject would be 
referred to the committee on commerce, and that 
they woul! consider it in all its aspects, and present 
a report on which the house might act with deliber- 
ation. It wasa great and important change which 
was proposed to be made in the condition of the 
seamen of the United States. He had said it wasa 
great and important change; great and important in 
the present state of things, and which might become 
much more im)ortant from day to day by a change, 
not in our own condition, but in that of other na- 
tions. He had his doubts, therefore, whether this 
resolution was not too extensive. If, however, a 
report was made by the committee on commerce, 
they would presen: their views fully on the subject. 
He had his doubts whether it was expedient to re- 
peal all the laws for the protection of American 
seamen. He doubted very much whether, even in 
a state of peace, Ainerican seamen ought not be 
furnished with some document or paper, constitut- 
ing their national character, which should protect 
them over the surface of the globe. He did not 
know but that, in the present condition of the world, 
American seamen mig:ht cross over the ocean with- 
out any serious damage from wanting such a docu- 
ment; but inasmuch as they had been possessed of 
such a document for more than forty years, he had 
some hesitation in abolishing it altogether, lest 
thereby that very useful and important class of 
men should lose the protection which was afforded 
them by that document, when distant from their 
country. 


The world, or, at least, the United States, had 
been at peace for upwards of twenty years; and 
there might be gentlemen in that house who did not 
know what was the origin of the protection which 
it was now proposed to take away. It originated 
in the practice of impressment by the British go- 
vernment in time of war; the practice of taking out 
of all vessels every seaman whom the officers of 
the British armed ships might think proper to con- 
sider as a British subject. The United States had 
endured this national indignity, and our seamen had 
endured this heavy affliction, for a period of five 
and twenty years, during all the wars of the French 
revolution: and all these laws had been founded 
upon the practice of the British government, by 
which, from the moment it entered upon or project- 
ed a war, the king, by an order of council, authoris- 
ed his officers on the sea to take British seamen 
wherever they were to be found, without regard to 
their condition, without regard to their rights, and 
without regard to the engagements by which they 
might be bound. This order of the British council 
was not legal, even in England, in time of peace; 
but the king, by his prerogative, had the power of 
making war; and whenever he projected any thing 
like hostilities against another nation, from that mo- 
ment an order of council was issued to take British 
seamen wherever they were to be found, from all 
American vesseis.* By this order, for twenty-five 
years, every seaman whom the officer sent to search 
or examine our vessels chose to consider as a British 
subject was taken, and the only check or counter- 
acting influence ever enjoyed by the U. States was 
this very same protection which it was now pro- 
posed to take away. It was introduced as an ex- 
pedient for saving native American citizens, or na- 
turalized American citizens from being taken away 
in this manner, and impressed on board the British 
ships of war, to serve the king of England for an 
indefinite length of time; to expose their lives in 
his wars, and to be entirely deprived of that pro- 
tection which their country owed them. Now, he 
hoped that, if the resolution passed, and was consi- 
dered by the committee, thsy would consider it 


with very serions reference to this state of things; | 


and that, if all the laws of protection were to be re- 
pealed, they would provide some substitute by 


which the American seaman should still be protect- | gives a sensible advantage to the commerce of 





Mr. Adams, in continuation, said it had not. been 

his intention when he rose to oppose the resolution, 

nor did he mean now to oppose it; but he did mean 

to remind the house that a proposition thus made 

was a proposition involving a question of peace 

and war; and it was a question of peace and war 

with no less a power than Great Britain; and he 

hoped that the committee would view the subject 

with reference to that role d’equipage which the 

gentieman from New York declared to be a suffi- 

cient protection. Did not that gentleman know 

that there was not an officer in the British service 

who would look upon it as any more than a piece of 
waste paper? If the order of council, authorising 
this impressment of seamen, were issued to-mor- 

row, and it infallibly would be issued in case Great 
Britain was arrayed against any maritime power— 
against France, Russia, Sweden, Denmark, or any 
other power—I ask the gentleman what good his 
role d’equipage would do to protect an American 

citizen, native or otherwise, against that order? It 
would be no protection at all. But the British offi- 

cers would ransack every vessel of the ocean, and 

would take out every anle-bodied man whom they 

chose to say was a British subject. And what 
would we do? We would remonstrate; we would 
instruct our minister in England to remonstrate; 

and we would cavil and quarrel as we did twenty- 

five years ago; and, finally, we would come to a 
war. That was the cause of the war; there never 
would have been a war but for that cause; it was a 
war as righteous as was ever waged on the face of 
the earth; and much as he abhorred war upon 
earth, he hoped it would come in less than twenty- 
five weeks, if a seaman should ever again be taken 
out of an American vessel. That was the oause of 
the war. 

Twenty-two years had now elapsed, during which, 
in time of peace, the United States had been con- 
stantly endeavoring to settle this matter with Great 
Britain, and had never been able todo so. The 
United States had made war, and had been obliged 
to make peace, without remedying the evil.— 
Would they, then, now take away this protection 
from an American seaman, not perhaps very neces- 
sary, yet it might be very proper in time of peace? 
This was a proper subject for inquiry by a commit- 
tee. But he wished especially to caution the house 
against the abolition of that particular protection, 
without something were substituted which would 
secure the seaman on the ocean. As to the fees 
which the seaman paid for the protection, he (Mr. 
A.) would vote for their abolition at this time; but, 
under the color of relieving the sailor from that 


which was a talisman to carry him sate through the 
world, against the practice of the British govern- 
ment, (and he did not wish to bandy words or to 
qualify the truth), of seizing seamen upon every 
occasion to serve the British king; and, under the 
pretence that he spoke the same language, taking 
it for granted that every stout able-bodied Ameri- 
can seaman was a British subject. He wished to 
say no more, nor did he wish to oppose the resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. Cushing said he did not rise for the particu- 





lar purpose of opposing the adoption of the resolu- 
tion before the house. Indeed, he thought some 
inquiry, upon a point closely connected with the 
present, not undesirable. He referred to the provi- 
sion of the law requiring the employment in the 
merchant service of a certain proportion of Ameri- 


Owing to causes not immediate only, as implied in 
the remarks of the gentleman from Rhode Island, 


in their operation, there is a deficiency of seamen 
for the supply of our mercantile as well as our mi- 
litary marine. Not only does the difficulty exist, 


the United States. At some custom houses, as he 
(Mr. C.) had had occasion to know in his own bu- 
siness, there is more of rigor in the administration 





of the law in this resnect, in others less; which 


ed. He hoped it was not the intention of the gen- | those ports where the most liberality is manifested. 


tleman from New York (Mr. Cambrelenz) to take 
from the seaman the actual protection of his coun- 
try. 

Mr. Cambreleng explained that the role d’equi- 
page, which every master of a vessel took from the 
custom house, was a sufficient protection to the 
sailor when on the ocean. He did not see that any 
American seaman could require a greater protec- 
tion. The law of the land expressly provided that 
no seaman should be discharged abroad; on that 
score, therefore, there was no difficulty. It was 
not his design to take away any protection from 
seamen; he wished only to relieve them from a 
xrievous tax, if it could be done without impairing 
any important principle. 


It might deserve consideration whether some re- 
laxation of the existing laws in that particular may 
not be proper and expedient. There certainly 
could be no serious objection to having the subject 
examined by a committee. 

But (Mr. C. said) he wished to object most dis- 
tinctly and emphatically to the reasons with which 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Cambreleng) 
advocated the passage of the resoluiion. He en- 





tertained views the very opposite of those which 
that gentleman had expressed. 

The gentleman from New York says 2 protec- 
tion is not necessary to the seaman, because the role 
dequipage wil) indicate his citizenship. But is not 
ithe role a secondary piece of evidence only, made 


trifle, he was not willing to take from him that ~ 


A eres Ag 


can, as distinguished from foreign, mariners.— 
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up from the protections themselves? And what 
foreign officer, then, would receive the role as con- 
clusive proof of the citizenship of any individual 
whose name happened to be borne upon it? Be- 
side which, the individual needs a document which 
may accompany his person. But the role d’equi- 
page belongs to the s - The individual seaman 
may be discharged. His contract of service may 
expire in a foreign port. The ship may be wreck- 
ed. And what, then, becomes of his protection? 
Is it not self-evident that he should have a separate 
document to prove his citizenship to accompany 
himself wherever he navigates the sea? 

But Mr. C. had a still graver difference with the 
gentleman from New York. He (Mr. Cambreleng ) 
seems to think there is something discreditable, 
either to the country or the individual, in the fact 
of the latter bearing a protection. Is not this a 
most mistaken view of the subject? I heartily re- 
Jjoice, (said Mr. Cushing), in common with the 
gentleman from New York, that a series of brilliant 
naval victories, during the last war, has vindicated 
the honor of our flag in this matter; and I trust we 
shall never cease to maintain the same controversy 
with equal decision and trramph. But is it dis- 
honorable to a protection? By no means.— 
How stands the fact? If an American citizen de- 
sires to travel in foreign countries, he sends to the 
department of state, and, upon proof of his citizen- 
ship, obtains a passport; if a seaman desires to pass 
on the ocean, he repairs to an officer of the customs, 
and on similar proof obtains a protection. The 
things differ in name: in substance they are one. 
Each of them is a certificate, signed by some offi- 
cer of the government authorised by law, attesting 
the citizenship of the individual named and describ- 
ed in the document. Is it any disgrace to the U. 
States to give, or the citizen to receive, such a do- 
cument? Surely not. The protection is to the 
mariner at sea what the passport is to the landsman 
on shore. Am I (said Mr. C.) dishonored by 
bearing such a document in foreign lands or distant 
seas? On the contrary, is it not matter of pride, as 
well as convenience, that, armed only with a paper 
bearing the seal of the United States, I may travel 
the earth over, secure, in every place, of the pro- 
tection of the ministers of my country, of the good- 
will of the functionaries of other countries allied 
with us, and, if need be, of the guns and whole 
public force of the republic to vindicate any injury 
done to my person? That I may go unharmed 
throughout the world, under the magic influence of 
the broad seal of the United States? 

Besides, it is not material to remember, as sug- 

. gested by my honorable colleague, (Mr. Adams), 
the origin of the particular usefulness of protection? 
We speak the language, inherit the blood, and 
wear the features of the inhabitants of the British 
islands, from whom most of us are descended.— 
Shall we hastily abandon the use of a document 
which certifies the citizenship of the seaman, and 
reclaims for him, as its name denotes, the protec- 
tion of his nation? Which affords him the conve- 
nient proof of his nationality, which his person and 
language do not furnish? And to maintain which 
the United States should stand ready now, as they 
had heretofore done, to recur, if necessary, to the 
ultimate remedy of war? 

One thing, in this connection, (Mr. C. said) de- 
served the interposition of this house. The lands- 
man, though probably better able than the mariner 
to pay for his passport, obtained it from the depart- 
ment of state free of cost. The seaman ought to 
have his free of cost. The fee paid by him to the 
customs for his protection ought to be immediately 
wbolished, and then the situation of all citizens, in 
this particular, would be equal. And he should 
insist, if the resolution was to be adopted, on 
araending it to this effect. 

Mr. Cambreleng expressed his astonishment at 
what had fallen from the honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Cushing); this was was the first time he (Mr. C.) 
had even heard that protections were given to our 
seamen with a view to their convenience when on 
their travels in foreign countries. 

He must express his astonishment at the pertina- 
city with which some members still persisted in 
holding aliegiance to the British flag. The protec- 
tion referred to had nothing to do with travelling in 
foreign countries. Every captain of a vessel was 
bound by the law fo pay three months’ wages to a 
seaman if he Jeft him in a foreign port; if in an is- 


Os which had been assigned to these protections b 
he honorable member from Massachusetts, (My. J. | 
Q. ddams), Mr. C, desired that our flag alone should | 
be a protection to our seamen, and not a paltry slip 
of paper for which they were made to pay an oner- 
ous and odious tax. This was the chief cause of 
the last war, namely, that our flag was not itself 
alone a sufficient protection, that it was r.ot suffi- 
ciently respected. But as to whether they e protec- 
tions could operate in warding off the calamity of 
war, Mr. C. ridiculed the idea. He (Mr. C.) must 
beg the honorable gentleman’s pardon, (Mr. J. Q. 
Adams), but really he must say that he (Mr. A.) 
appeared to him ever on the alert to watch each lit- 
tle speck upon the horizon and make ‘it out as if it 
were acloud portending war; he (Mr. A.) could see 
nothing before him on that horizom but war and 
blood. These laws, (Mr. C. said), he had thought 
for years past were unnecessary ancl ought to be re- 
pealed; he hoped, therefore, they would be totally 
abolished. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
resolution as modified, and deter.nined in the affir- 
mative. 

Mr Wise’s resolution for the appointment of a 
select committee to inquire into the conduct of the 
different departments, together with Mr. Pearce’s 
proposed amendment to the same resolution, being 
the first thing in the orders of the day— 

The resolution having been read, Mr. Cambre- 
leng moved that its consideration be postponed till 
Thursday next, in order to take up several bills 
which he deemed of great importance. 

Mr. Dunlap, of Tennessee, protested against the 
further postponement of adecision upon Mr. Wise’s 
resolution. For weeks he had wanted to call the 
attention of the house to the business of his con- 
stituents, when its proper order should bring it up; 
and he was against interrupting the regular order 
of business in the manner proposed to favor any 

articular bills before the house. Here was a reso- 
ution, he said, to which no member of the house 
ought to object, and least of ali ought the friends of 
the administration, which had been attacked, and 
ought to court inquiry into its conduct, to resort to 
this expedient of postponement to prevent action 
upon it, &c. 

Mr. Cambreleng repelled the charge of postpon- 
ing this resolution in order to evade the question of 
inguiry. Not only in this, but in the last session, 
he had voted affirmatively on every question involv- 
ing an inquiry into the affairs of government; the 
only object he now had in view was the public be- 
nefit, as several bills relating to appropriations of 
immediate necessity were waiting to be passed. If, 
however, the house should seem to desire it, he 
(Mr. C.) would withdraw his motion to postpone. 

The house was proceeding to the debate upon 
this resolution, when 

Mr. Pickens observed that, as he did not see the 
honorable mover of this resolution (Mr. fWise) in 
his seat, and as that gentleman, no doubt, would be 
anxious to watch the progress of the debate, and 
perhaps might wish to make a reply to what had 
been opposed to his resolution, perhaps it would be 
according to parliamentary use, and respectful to 
the mover, to postpone the subject until his return. 
He therefore moved that it be made the special or- 
der of the day for Thursday next. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Harper, Tuesday next 
was substituted, it being doubtful whether Mr. Wise 
would be in his seat on Thursday. 

Mr. Boon hoped the consideration of this import- 
ant subject would not be postponed another hour; 
for if it were much further postponed, it would be 
too late in the session to obtain the information to be 
called for. 

The question of postponement was then put; and 
a division being called for, there appeared 98 for the 
postponement, and 51 against it. So the further 
consideration of the subject was postponed, and 
male the special order of the day for Tuesday next. 








The engrossed bill to regulate the disposition, in 
certain cases, of the proceeds of lands belonging to | 
the Indian tribes, was read a third time, passed, and | 








tions concerning the mint and coinage). 
| The question being upon the motion of Mr. Har- 


sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- | to report to this house the survey and examination 
mittee of the whole on the bill concerning the mint | 
(to consolidate all existing and some other regula-| connecting the present harbors of Buffalo ane 


—<$—$—— 
tion. had been amended, withdrew his motion ¢, 
strike out the section respecting copper coin. 

Mr. Harper then moved further to amend the bj}] 
so as to reduce the minimum amount of gold ang 
silver bullion receivable atthe mint for coinage fron, 
two hundred to one hundred dollars; in support of 
which he made some cogent observations, 

Mr. Cambreleng made no opposition to this mo- 
tion. 

The motion was agreed to, nem. con. 

Mr. Adams then moved to amend the bill go ag 
to raise the proposed weight of “‘the dime, or tenth 
part of a dollar,” from 40 to 414 grains, so as to 
make it correspond in weight with the weight of 
the new dollar (4124 grains). Unless this amend. 
ment was made, Mr. A. said, the bill would include 
the absurdity of declaring that the tenth part of 
4123 was 40! Mr. A. protested, besides, against 
this debasement of the dime, one of the most nsefy] 
of oar coins, because it was entirely at war with 
the decimal system, as well as tending in practice 
to introduce confusion into the currency. 

Mr. Cambreleng inclined to agree in the proprie- 
ty of this amendment, being as much opposed as 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to depreciating 
the coin. Thereduced weighthad been introduced 
into the bil} at the suggestion of the director of the 
mint, from a desire that these coins should be kept 
in circulation by being made less liable to be export- 
ed or melted up, and also because the coinage of 
small coins was more expensive to the mint than of 
the large. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Adams was agreed 
to without a division. The mint bill was then laid 
aside; and 

The bill (before the same committee) for making 
further appropriations for the suppression of Indian 
hostilities, was taken up and read through, no ob- 
jection being made to it. 

Both the bills were then reported to the house; 
and the amendments to the mint bill were immedi- 
ately taken up for consideration. 

The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ment which strikes out the provision making cents 
and half cents a legal tender for all sums less than 
a dime, it was opposed by Mr. Gillett, who main- 
tained that if the coin was made, it ought to bea 
legal tender to some amount, if for no more, at least 
for half a dime; and he made a motion so to amend 
the bill. 

Mr. Adams suggesting that this amendment had 
been introduced on the motion of a gentleman now 
absent, proposed on that ground to postpone the 


further consideration of the bill, unless gentlemen 
would consent to let the bill pass as amended. 


Mr. Gillett’s opposition, however, was overruled 
by the house; and the amendment made in cominit- 
tee of the whole was concurred in by the house: 
yeas 86. 

Mr. Gillett then moved to strike out the 12th 
section (being all that part of the bill which estab- 
lishes the weight and value of the copper eoin). 
The motion was negatived, without a count; and 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 
~ The Indian hostilities appropriation bill, as wel! 
as the bill making appropriations for payment of the 
revolutionary pensioners, were then also ordered (0 
be engrossod for « third reading, and 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 28. Mr. Howard reported @ 
bill to provide for carrying into effect the treaty 0! 
limits, and the additional article thereto, between 
the United States of America and the United Mexi- 
can States; which bill was read twice, and commit- 


| ted to the committee of the whole on the state of 


the union. 

On motion of Mr. Turrill, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
a survey and accurate chart to be made of the 
coasts of Jakes Ontario and Erie. 

Mr. Love submitted the following resolution 
which lies on the tabie one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 


made of a harbor at the east end of Lake Erie, 


Black Rock, together with his opinion of the prac- 


| ticability of the construction of said harbor, and of 
| per to strike out 140 grains, (the proposed weight | its utility and necessity in regard to the increasing 


land where there was no consul of ours residing, yet | for the new cent,) and insert in lieu of it 168 grains, | commérce upon that lake. 


a captain dare not leave any of his hands, because 
the owners of the vessel are liable. No protection 
is necessary fo the seaman for these purnoses, and 
therefore, the tax imposed upon that useful class is 
both odious and unnecessary. That tax, (Mr. C. 
observed), was not merely 25 cents as the honora- 
ble gentleman (Mr. Cushing), had stated; on the 
contrary, it was more than a dollar. As to the ori- 


the weight of the present cent. 
The debate on this proposition was resumed, in 


at more Jength and with great earnestness by Mr. 
Adams. 
The motion of Mr. Harper was finally agreed to, 





On motion of Mr. Mann, of N. Y. 


Resolved, That the coinmittee on the judiciary 
| which the motion was opposed by Mr. Cambdreleng | be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pre- 
and Mr. McKim, and supported by Mr. Harper, and | scribing the effects of judgments of the courts 0 
the United States on liens in the several states, an 
_rernlating the fees of clerks of the several districts. 

Mr. Gideon Lee ofiered a resolution, directine 
without a division; and Mr. .2d2ms then, as the sec- | the committee on the post office and post roads to 
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-nanire into the expediency of erecting, or other- 
po procuring, a fire me building for the use of 
the post oflice department in New York, which was 
agreed to. ‘ 

Mr. Vand erpoel offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 

ediency of abolishing the office of agent of claims 
at Paris and London. : 

Mr. V. said we had been going on for a number 
of years paying the consuls at Paris and at London 
$2,000 per annum, each, as the agents of claims.— 
He could not find any law creating that office.— 
Originally there had been some necessity for em- 
ploying such agents, but he did not know that there 
were now any Claims requiring their attention, or 
authorising the payment of these annual allowances. 
At all events, let us call things by their right names. 
If two thousand dollars were allowed to them as 
consuls, be it so; but the very idea of allowing it to 
them as agents of claims was opposed to the law.— 
During the past year, the agent at London had 
been receiving for rent, fuel, stationary, &c. $3,500; 
besides $2,000 as agent of claims, and two or three 
thousand dollars for fees. 

Mr. Taylor offered the foliowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 
pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of amending the third section of the act entitled 

«an act granting half pay to widows or orphans 
where their husbands and fathers have died of 
wounds received in the military service of the 
United States, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved July 4, 1836, so as to extend the 
provisions of that section to all widows of officers 
and soldiers of the war of the revolution whose 
husbands were entitled to a pension, excepting cases 
of second marriage after the termination of the war. 

Mr. T. addressed the house at some length in fa- 
vor of the resolution. After which, it was adopted. 

Mr. Hard offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 

instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 

ing by law for granting to each of the disbanded of- 
ficers who served in the late war with Great Britain 

a quantity of land, according to rank, as a remune- 

ration for sacrifices and services rendered by them 

in that war. 

A brief debate now ensued in which Messrs. 
Williams, of N. C. and Craig opposed the resolu- 
tion and Messrs. Hard, Mann and Hardin advocat- 
edit. Mr. Craig at the conclusion of his remarks, 
moved to lay the resolution on the table, when Mr. 
Chambers called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and the motion of Mr. Craig agreed to— 
yeas 121, nays 70. 

On motion of Mr. Gillett, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of creat- 
ing, at the seat of government, a board of claims to 
receive and examine all claims against the govern- 
ment, and to report thereon to congress, for final 
adjustment. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a naval academy. 

Mr. McKennan offered the following resolution, 
which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to report to this house what sums, if any, have been 
claimed by the respective disbursing officers of that 
department, and what sums have been allowed them 
in the settlement of their accounts for difference of 
exchange-on moneys paid out by them since the 
Ist of December, 1835, giving the names of the offi- 
cers, the sums disbursed by each, and the places 
where the disbursements were made. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the committee on 

the library to consider the expediency of reporting 
a bill providing for the engraving and publication 
of copies of the various medals struck in relation to 
important events in the United States, before and 
since the Declaration of Independence, with an ac- 
count or statement of the events or occasion which 
said medals were designed to commemorate. 
_ The honr devoted to reports and resolutions hav- 
ing expire, Mr. £. Whittlesey made an inetiectual 
motion to suspend the rule for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the call for resolutions. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the postmaster general, transmittinz, in obedience 
to the act reorganizing the post office department, 
passed July 2, 1836, an estimate of the sums of mo- 
hey expected to be required for the service of the 
year commencing July 1, 1837, as follows, viz: 


The transportation of the mails $3,200,000 
Ship, steamboat, and way letters 31,000 
Compensation of postmasters 935,000 
Wrapping paper 20,900 


Office furniture 6,000 {sues of bank notes; representing, also, that the bank 
Advertising 25,000 {incorporated by the legislature of Pennsylvania by 
Mail bags 40,000 | the title of the bank of the United States is reissu- 
_ Blanks 36,000 | ing the notes of the old bank of the United States, 


Mail locks, keys and stamps 








! 9,000 (and inquiring of congress whether the fact be as 
Mail depredations and special agents 12,000 presen and, if so, whether there be any means in 
Clerks for offices 140,000 | the power of congress to prevent it. 
Miscellaneous 40,000 This memorial Mr. Galbraith yesterday moved to 

refer to a select committee; and, debate arising on 
$4,494,000 | this proposition, it lay over till this day; and, as 


The letter and estimates were, on motion of Mr. 
Cambreleng, referred to the committee of ways and 
means. 

The following engrossed bills, viz: 

The bill supplementary to the act regulating the 
mint and fixing the weight of the respective coins; 
A na bill making appropriations for Indian hosti- 
ities; 

The bill making an appropriation for revolution- 
ary and other pensioners for the year 1837; were 
severally read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Owens then moved that the rules of the house 
be suspended for the purpose of calling for resolu- 
tions in the order of the states; on which motion a 
division was called for, when there appeared for the 
motion 105, against it 32; the rules of the house 
were accordingly suspended, and resolutions called 
for in the order of the states, commencing with N. 
York. 

Mr. Harper offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be, 
and they are hereby instructed forthwith to report 
a bill to repeal the provisions of the tenth and twelfth 
clauses of the second section of the tariff law of the 
14th July, 1832. 

Some observations were made in various parts of 
the house upon this resolution; and Mr. Cambreleng 
assured the honorable mover that a bill was alread 
prepared and would come up to-morrow, by whic 
the whole object and aim of the resolution would be 
attained. . In the end Mr. Harper consented for the 
present to withdraw the resolution. 

Mr. Galbraith moved a resolution proposing an 
amendment to the constitution of the United States 
concerning the mode of electing president and vice 
president of the United States, which was referred 
to the existing committee on amendments to the 
constitution. . 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, moved the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury com- 
municate to this house, if within his power, the di- 
vidends and surpluses which were declared by, and 
the surpluses and contingent funds remaining in, 
the several banks in which the public money is de- 
posited, for the years 1838, 1834, 1835 and 1836, 
severally. 

The ieiae having agreed now to consider this 
resolution, a discussion took place on the question 
whether the inquiry should also extend to the ex- 
penses of the banks as well as to their profits. An 
amendment to this effect having been oifered by 
Mr. Gilleit. 

Mr. Waddy Thompson opposed this amendment. 
He deemed it of no manner of consequence what 
the expenses of the banks might have been. The 
object of the resolution was to ascertain their net 
profits, and their expenses would of course be first 
deducted. If an inquiry of this nature should be 
instituted, Mr. T. flattered himself it would bring 
to light a system of corruption so vast and so ex- 
tensive, that no country whatever, be its people 
ever so virtuous and honest, could possibly stand 
before such a power of corruption. Mr. T. pro- 
ceeded to instance the case of a little bank in Mi- 
chigan, with a very sinall capital, which bank had 
received eight hundred thousand dollars of deposite, 
though not entitled, according to its capital, to more 
than a very small proportion of that amount. Af- 
ter a few more observations, 

Mr. Harlan moved to ainend the amendment of 
Mr. Gillett by adding as follows: ‘sand that he state 
also whether the salary of an agent at tue seat of 
the general government compose a part of the ex- 
penses of said banks, the name of the agent, and the 
several sums paid him by said institutions respec- 
tively.” 

Mr. Hannegan moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Boon, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the house adjourned without passing upon Mr. 
Garland’s resolution. 

Thursday, Dec. 29. Among the memorials pre- 
sented on Wednesday was one by Mr. Galdraith, 
from James R. Snowden and twenty-four others, 
“citizens of Pennsylvania,” suggesting to congress 
the expediency of restricting the states, by an 
amendment to the constitution, from incorporating 
banking companies and limiting them in their is- 


soon as the sitting was opened, the question was 
stated on the proposed reference of the memorial. 
A debate ensued, in which the whole policy of 
the monetary system of the country was discussed, 
and which occupied the exclusive attention of the 
house until past three o’clock. The house was ad- 
dressed by Messrs. Galbraith, Lincoln, Harper, 
Mann, D. J. Pearce, Denny, Chambers, of Penn., 
Vanderpoel, and H. Everett. 

Mr. Lincoln moved the commitment of the me- 
morial to the same select committee to which had 
been referred that portion of the president’s message 
which relates to amendments of the constitution, 
and all other guremnnes of a similar character. 

Mr. D. J. Pearce moved the commitment to the 
committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Everett having concluded his remarks, Mr. 

Hannegan called for the previous question, which 
the house seconded—yeas, 85, nays 75. 
Mr. Williams, of N.C. called for the yeas and 
nays on the question of taking the main question; 
which were ordered, and were—yea$ 108, nays 84. 
So the main question was ordered to be now put. 


Mr. Everett asked that the question might be tak- 
en first on that portion of the memorial which re- 
lated to the proposed amendment to the constitu- 
tion; and, secondly, on that portion relative to the 
issue by the bank of Pennsylvania of the old notes 
of the United States bank; and the division was or- 
dered. 

And the main question being on the commitment 
of the first portion of the memorial to the commit- 
tee of ways and means, was taken, and decided in 
the negative. 

And the second portion of the main question be- 
ing on the commitment of the second part of the 
memorial to the committee of ways and means, was 
then taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the house refused to commit the memorial to 
the committee of ways and means. 

The question then recurred on committing the 
first portion of the memorial to a select committee, 
as moved by Mr. Galbraith; which motion prevailed. 

And the question was then taken on committing 
the second portion of the memorial to the said se- 
lect committee; and was decided in the affirmative. 


So the memorial was referred to a select com- 
mittee, to consist of nine members. 


The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the navy, transmitting 
the report of the naval commission who have been 
recently engaged in the examination of the navy 
yard at Pensacola, and the report of com. Stewart 
on the same subject. 


The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the treasury, in obedience 
to the resolution of the 26th instant, transmitting a 
statement made by the collector of New York, un- 
der date of the 19th instant, viz: 


Amount of bonds under the provisions of the act for 
the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city of New 
York, approved March 19, 18386. 

Amount renewed under the first section 
of the act $911,020 50 


Do. do. second section 136,142 01 














$1,047,162 51 
Amount yet to be renewed under the 
first section 12,233 70 
Do. second section 3,600 36 
— 15,834 06 
$1,062,996 57 
Amount of bonds renewed under the 
second section, paid 59,468 33 
Interest paid on the same 1,664 37 
61,132 70 


District of N. Y. collector’s office, Dec. 19, 1836. 
SAM. SWARTWOUT, collector. 

Mr. Love, of New York, moved to reconsider the 
| vote by which was rejected the resolution present- 
ed yesterday by Mr. Hurd, proposing an inquiry 
into the expediency of granting bounty lands to the 
officers of the United States army who served in the 
late war with Great Britain. } 

Mr. L. moved to postpone the consideration of 
his motion to reconsider until Wednesday next; 
which motion prevailed; and, on motion of Mr. 





} Seymour, the house adjourned. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 
MR. WISE’S SPEECH. 

In the house of representatives on Tuesday the 
18th ult. Mr. Wise arose and offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s mes- 
sage as relates to the condition of the various exe- 
cutive departments, the ability and integrity with 
which they have been conducted, the vigilant and 
faithful discharge of the public business in all of 
them, and the causes of complaint from any quar- 
ter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled the 
objects of their creation, be referred toa select com- 
mittee, to consist of nine members, with power to 
send for persons and papers, and with instructions 
to inquire into the condition of the various execu- 
tive arn the ability and integrity with 
which they have been conducted, into the manner 
in which the public business has been discharged 
in all of them, and into all causes of complaint, from 
any quarter, at the manner in which said depart- 
ments, or agents of every description whatever, 
directly or indirectly connected with them in any 
manner, officially or unofficially, in duties pertain- 
ing to the public interest, have fulfilled, or failed to 
accomplish, the objects of their creation, or have 
violated their duties, or have injured or impaired 
the public service and interest. And that said com- 
mittee, in its inquiries, may refer to such periods of 
time as to them may seem expedient and proper. 

Mr. Wise then addressed the house as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: In submitting the resolution of 
reference which I have sent to the chair, I deem it 
my duty to offer some reflections to the house and 
to the country. 

Sir, this paper is the last annual message of An- 
drew Jackson. The contemplation of it as such is 
deeply affecting to the sincere lover of him, and so- 
lemnly mournful to the honest lover of his country. 

What should the last annnal message of Andrew 
Jackson have been? Who is he, what has he been? 
The answer to this question ought to determine 
— this last act of its kind of his should have 

een. 

A man of humble but respectable origin, he was 
born in the times of his country’s travail for inde- 
pendence. His precocious spirit of resistance to op- 
pression marked his infant body with the scars of the 
revolution. After the times which tried men’s souls 
had passed away; after the blessings of freedom had 
been secured by all the muniments of the institu- 
tions of our fathers, the fruits of peace, and virtue, 
and wisdom, and jealous patriotism; after varied 
and chequered scenes of private and public life, un- 
der a destiny adverse only so far as it was full of 
dangers, in games not Olympic, in contests not he- 
roic, we find him ‘n the midst of his country’s se- 
cond troubles, a citizen soldier, a major general of 
the army of the republic. 

He ‘‘was ambitious of fame; and as long as man- 
kind shall continue to bestow more liberal applause 
on their destroyers than on their benefactors, the 
thirst of military glory will ever be the vice of the 
most exalted characters.”’ A_ bold, energetic, and 
dauntless commander, he carried conquest, in spite 
of all dangers and difficulties, into the wilderness of 
the savage tribes of the southern frontier; was the 
daring but successful and justified invader of a neu- 
tral territory, and finally “filled the measure of his 
country’s glory” in defence of Orleans, where he 
assumed to be the arbiter of martial law, the judge 
advocate of inen’s allegiance—where be conquered 
the conquerors of Napoleon—where he professed 
and practised submission to the civil authority, and 
where he acquired the title of hero. And there was 
created, I will not say “a dear-bought debt of grati- 
tude” from his country. 

“Hail, second saviour!’”? was shouted from the 
lips of every grateful heart, and echoed from every 
hill and. valley; his name was emblazoned high on 
the rolls of imperishable military fame, and peace 
was quick to hallow his victory. With peace his 

warlike occupations were gone, but civil honors 
were showered and thickened around him. From 
the camp he rose to a seat in the senate chamber— 
for then the senate chamber was higher than the 
camp. He bore, or seemed to bear, his honors pa- 
tiently; but all that had been done, or could be 
done, it seemned, was not enough for him in the esti- 
mation of a generous people. He was nominated 
for the first place on earth—the presidency of these 
united, sovereign ard independent states of Ame- 
rica; for then these states were united, sovereign and 
independent. Civilians and statesmen, of proudest 


hall, in the house of representatives, by men such 
as we are—and what we, the representatives of the 
people are, I will not name—by means I will not 
describe. 

It is sufficient to say that the manner of his de- 
feat was not only enough to ensure his subsequent 
triumph, but to rivet him immovably, right or wrong, 
in the hearts of his countrymen forever. He be- 
came the champion of popular rights and the elec- 
tive franchise, against officeholders and officeseek- 
ers—the favorite pet of the people, who was to 
scourge bribery and corruption, whose name was to 
be a terror to all evil-doers, whose policy was to be 
retrenchment and reform, by whom the independence 
of congress, of executive patronage, was to be main- 
tained, by whom that patronage was to be curtailed 
to harmlessness, and in whom “the line of safe pre- 
cedents” was to be broken and destroyed. He was 
swept and rushed along on the roaring tide of an 
overwhelming popularity high up into office, on the 
second flood, and that popularity has never deserted 
him—no fickleness in it, it has never retired for a 
moment; notwithstanding strong winds which have 
blown from every point of the compass, and oppos- 
ing currents in every direction, it has continued to 
swell and swell, until it has become a flood—I will 
not say, which threatens the dry land. He came 
into power professing and proclaiming the most se- 
vere, ay, stoical democratic principles; the people 
confided in him, were bound to him the closer, and 
have never wavered yet in their confidence—I will 
not say, though he has tried it tothe uttermost. Un- 
fortunately for him, when he was crowned with the 
rewards for his military services, and was inducted 
into office, he not only found ‘“‘competitors to be re- 
moved, enemies to be punished,” but he was beset 
by friends from whom he should have put up prayers 
to be saved. I will not say that he was lacking in 
those magnanimous qualifications of a truly great 
man, which alone could rid him and guard him 
from these misfortunes—for man, poor feeble man, 
is weak under the most ordinary temptations, and 
his virtue must be strong who presides in a palace 
—but misfortunes they were. 

So it was, he was buoyed up in the affections of 
the sovereign people. Has he done wrong? He 
was popular. Has he done worse than wrong? He 
was popular, and he was the president who could 
do no wrong, in whom popularity was joined with 
power and patronage. Has ruthless proscription 
for opinion’s sake turned faithful public servants 
out of their employments, and snatched from the 
mouths of their families their bread? We are told 
the president ordered the removals, and the people 
had sanctioned proscription! Has favoritism filled 
the vacancies which proscription has made, with 
the servile tools of party to do the bidding of power? 
We are told that the president had need of his own 
friends, and that the people have sanctioned the 
maxim, “that to the victors belong the spoils!”— 
Have the highest and richest offices, worth more 
than half of a million, been bestowed as rewards 
upon members of congress, and has “corruption be- 
come the order of the day?’ We are told that the 
president was the best judge of the selection of high 
functionaries, and that the people have sanctioned 
the “order of the day!” As “till the reign of Seve- 
rus, the virtue and even the good sense of the em- 
perors had been distinguished by their zeal or affect- 
ed reverence for the Roman senate, and by a tender 
regard to the nice frame of civil policy instituted by 
Augustus,” so had the virtue and even the good 
sense of preceding presidents, till the reign ot An- 
drew Jackson, been distinguished by their zeal and 
reverence for the American senate, and by a tender 
regard for the nice frame of civil policy instituted 
by the fathers of our republic! Had ‘his youth,” 
like that of Severus, ‘been trained in the implicit 
obedience of camps, and his riper years spent ix the 
despotism of military command, could not his haugh- 
ty and inflexible spirit discover, or would he not 
acknowledge, the advantage of preserving an inter- 
mediate power, however imaginary, betWeen the 
emperor and the army?” 

As in the reign of Severus was “the senate filled 
with polished and eloquent slaves from the eastern 
(and I mav add southern) provinces,. who justified 
personal flattery by speculative principles of servi- 
tude??? Have the lawvers of his reign, whom [ will 
not call Paninians or Paulusses, or Ulpians. ‘con- 
curred in teaching that the imperial authority was 
held not by the delegated commission, but by the 
irrevocable resignation of the senate? and that the 





names and stations, were his competitors, but he 
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We are told that the representatives of the peo. 

ple are selected to do the will of the president, ang 

that the people have sanctioned the creed that these 

can be no treason to the country so long as there jg 

fidelity to “the party.”” Has the president “assym_- 

ed the responsibility,”’ seized the custody and the 

control of the public money in defiance of al] law 

and precedent, and placed them in the hands of a 

traitor, and a porjared knave? Weare told that the 

monster bank was his enemy, and that the people 

have sanctioned the “union of the purse and the 

sword.” Has he assumed to himself judicial pow- 

ers end the prerogative to administer the laws and 

the constitution according to his own interpretation 

and his own irresponsible will? We are told that 

the president’s conscience alone is concerned in their 

execution, and that the people have sanctioned in him 

the power of imperial magistrate. As imperial ma- 

gistrate has he “‘assumed the conduct and style of a 

sovereign and conqueror, and exercised, without 

disguise, the whole legislative as well as executive 

power?” We are told that the president is “the 

government,” and that the people have sanctioned 

the pretension that all offices and their powers are 

his! Have the expenditures of his administration 

increased and grown enormously beyond all exam- 

ple, to 38 millions from 15 millions, without a cent 

of public debt to be paid? We are told that the 

president is the best judge of the wants of the coun- 

try, and that the people have sanctioned wasteful and 

profligate extravagance! Have thousands and hun- 

dreds of thousands been expended on east rooms, 

and gravel walks, and all the regalia of a palace in 

fact, for a republican officer in form? We are told 

that the president’s court should be as splendid as 

any king’s, and that the people have sanctioned 

royalty! Has the patronage of the federal govern- 

ment been tremendously increased and exerted in 
conflict with the freedom of elections? We are 

told that the reign of the president should be perpe- 

tnated, and that the people have sanctioned the in- 
terference of officeholders with the elective fran- 
chise! Has the currency of the country been to- 

tally deranged, and is there danger of a universal 
crash in trade and finance? We are told that the 
president’s golden experiment must be fully tested 
to our hearts’ content, and that the people have 
sanctioned the “inverted pyramid” of local bank 
paper rags, which threatens to totter over our heads! 
Has “the fine theory of a republic insensibly va- 
nished, and made way for the more natural and sub- 
stantial feelings of a monarchy? We are told that 
the president may be a king by the will of the peo- 
ple, and that the people have already consented to 
the change! Has the president been “freed from 
the restraint of civil laws, can he command by his 
arbitrary will the lives and fortunes of his subjects, 
and,” finally, “has he disposed of the empire as of 
his private patrimony” by ominating and electing 
his successor? We are told that the president was 
entitled to his right of election as well as other men, 
and that the people have sanctioned and submitted 
to his dictation ! 

Sir, let me not be misunderstood. Let no one in- 
fer that I am indulging in any tirade against the 
president, or that I am venting any spleen whatev- 
er. No,sir; no. Far, far be it from me now, now 
when it is too late, if ever it was right and proper 
to indulge in stronger invective against a chief ma- 
gistrate than truth and patriotism required. He ol 
whom I speak is, I deeply regret, now lying onthe 
couch of human suffering, the last, I fear, from 
what I am told, of his suffering in this world of sor- 
row. I too have served him with more than half 
the zeal I ever served a more omnipotent master.— 
He will, if he lives. soon retire from the palace of 
power and resign ail the pomp and circumstance of 
state and station into other hands, which are to 
reizn afterhim. God grant, sir, that his retirement 
may be that peaceful and calm and blessed retire- 
ment from the harrassing cares of office which be- 
longs to wisdom, virtue, and the consciousness 0! 
being a public benefactor—such as was illustrated 
in the examples of a Washington and a Madi- 
son. My prayer fervently is, that he may yet live 
long at his beloved Hermitage, in the holy retreat of 
his own private sanctuary, and spend the decline of 
his daysin solemn reflections upon the scenes and 
events of along life, most actively spent in deeds big 
with the fate of a country he has defended, and of 
its institutions “hallowed by the wisdom of sages, 
and consecrated by the blood of heroes.” May he 








live long to witness the effects of his errors, if er- 
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emperor might destroy vested rights and the incor- | rors he has committed, to acknowledge and repent 
pnorations of law by his sic volo?” We are told that | of them; and in like manner to enjoy the blessings 


was the people’s candidate against men in office, | the aristocratic senate had dared to offend the ma- | of his administration, if of any blessings it has been 


against the powers that were, against their intrigues, | jesty of the president, and that the people have | fruitful. No, sir; my meaning is not now to _ 
their patronage, and their caucuses; and in consi-| sanctioned the word “expunge!’? Has the indepen- | demn the president. but to defend the people. This 
deration thereof, and of his just appellation of hero, ; dence of congress been totally destroyed by corrupt _is the sole object of the questions I have put. I do 
he was most popular and strongest in the plurality | bribes and the power of appointing members to of- 


of votes 


He was defeated—defeated here in this! fice? 


'not mean to accuse the president of all these enor- 


| mities against civil liberty, of which I have asked 
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—Is he guiity? Nor do I admit, if he is guilty of 
them, that the people have sanctioned all or any 
which I he.ve enumerated. But, sir, I merely state 
the fact, that the party who claim to hold him in 
keeping, and to hold on to his power after him, 
claim and tell us that the people have yielded eve- 
ry thing worth preserving, and have sanctioned all 
these enormities, and more and worse. What their 
object may be in admitting these encroachments, 
and in claiming that the people have sanctioned and 
approved them, I know not, unless they mean here- 
after to rely upon most “unsafe precedents!” The 
fact is alarmingly so, that these claims are now set 
up, going so far as to asperse the people whom they 
affect 50 much to reverence with approving and 
sanctis ning proscription, corruption, arbitrary pow- 
er, the destruction of the checks and balances of 
the government, profligate extravagance in its ad- 
ministration, executive dictation, royalty itself, and 
a caucis succession in an eiective monarchy! In 
advanet:, I warn them that I now deny the fact that 
the peo ple have sanctioned or approved of any such 
unpardonable sins against them or their only bul- 
warks of safety. If this people have yielded alrea- 
dy what “the party” claim, they would have yield- 
edall fer which their fathers fought; and those fa- 
thers would rise, if the mighty dead could rise, 
from their very graves to reproach their debased 
degeneracy, and their cruel injustice alike to them 
and all posterity. 

I have done no wrong to Jackson, then, as all 
candid minds will bear me witness; I have given 

him credit for “‘every captive he has brought to 
Rome.” Atthesame time, I do not mean to say 
he has not committed many grievous errors. For 
many of them [ can well account, though I cannot 
pardon. We are taught in history that *‘suspicious 
princes often promote the last of mankind from 
vain persuasion, that those who have no depend- 
ence,except on their favor, will have no attach- 
ment, except to the person of their benefactor.” 
Thus vere the Perennises and Cleanders promoted 
by a Commodus, and such ministers were well 
qualified to drive from the esteem of such a prince 
‘the ‘faithful councillors to whom a Marcus had re- 
commended his son.”” The one ‘a servile and am- 
bitious minister, who had obtained his post by the 
murdet‘of his predecessor, but who possessed a con- 
siderable share of vigor and ability;” the other “‘was 
a Phrygian by birth, of a nation over whose stub- 
born but servile temper blows only could prevail. 
He hal been sent from his native country to Rome 
inthe capacity of aslave. Asa slave he entered 
the imperial palace, rendered himself useful to his 
masters’ passions, and rapidly ascended to the most 
exalted station which a subject could enjoy. His 
influence over the mind of Commodus was much 
greater than that of his predecessor. Avarice was 
the reigning passion of his soul, and the grea: prin- 
ciple of his administration. The rank of consul, 
of patrician, of senator was exposed to public sale. 
In the lucrative provincial employments the minis- 
ter shared with the governor the spoils of the peo- 
ple. The execution of the laws was venal and ar- 
bitrary.” 

{fs it astonishing that, with ministers like those 
of Commodus, tempted as they were by the public 
money in deposite, and by the vast public domain 
of this nation, stretching over rivers and lakes, and 
prairies of unbounded extent and inexhaustible fer- 
tility, Jackson was duped, and the public deposites 
were removed within reach of Perennis and Cleaa- 
der? Again, sir, an incident in the history of this 
same emperor, very similar to the one in the history 
of our own president accounts for his hostility to 
the Roman senate. ‘One evening, as the emperor 
was returning to the palace through a dark and 
narzow portico, in the amphitheatre, an assassin, 
who waited his passage, rushed upon him, with a 
drawn sword, loudly exclaiming, “The senate sends 
you this.” The conspiracy was proved to have 
been formed not in the senate, but within the walls 
of the palace.” But “the words of the assassin 
sunk deep in the mind of Commodus, and left an 
indelible impression of fear and hatred against the 
whole body of the senate. The Delators, a race of 
Iaen discouraged, and almost extinguished under 
the former reigns, again became formidable as soon 
as they discovered that the emperor was desirous of 
finding disaffection and treason in the senate.” Sir, 
We all know that in the snapping of a percussion 
cap the president heard distinctly the words, ‘‘The 
Senate sends you this”—that that detestable race of 
men calied Delators were ready to swear that the 
conspiracy was formed in the senate; and, if there 
was not a better reason, perhaps to the act of a mad- 
inan now confined in prison might be ascribed the 
president’s past hostility to the senate. But there 
is a better reason. ‘By declaring themselves the 
protectors of the people, Marius and Cesar subvert- 


| buy? 


haps, in the histories of Marius and Cesar, our mo- 
dern Cleanders learned that an “humble and disarm- 
ed’’ senate is always ‘found a tractable and useful 
instrument of dominion.” 

In a certain event, if the election of president 
had failed in this house, an “humbled and disarmed 
senate” might have been found—a “tractable and 
useful instrument,” indeed, to elect an Eglatabulus, 
under whom another Hierocles might have enjoyed 
the honor ot being ‘empress, husband;” and under 
whom a “dancer might have been made prefect of 
the city, a charioteer prefect of the watch, a bar- 
ber prefect of the provisions,” and all ‘‘recommend- 
ed as fit officers—enormitate membrorum!’’ Sir, I 
might enumerate numberless such excuses for num- 
berless such errors of the president, or rather of the 
president’s ministers. But enough has been said, 
and I mean not to condemn or accuse him, I repeat, 
but defend the people whom “the party”? accuse 
and condemn. 

If it be true, as we are told, and I do not say it is 
not true, that the president has made and unmade 
men in office, has proscribed the faithful, has cor- 
rupted the pure, has humbled and disarmed the se- 
nate, has made the house of representatives servile 
and dependent, has seized and squandered the pub- 
lic money, has derznged the currency and endanger- 
ed every man’s estate, has controlled elections, has 
assumed royal prerogatives, made himself a king 
and a king his successor; and if it be also true, 
which I utterly deny, that the people have sanc- 
tioned all this exercise of absolute power, I ask 
pone of all parties, those even who claim to 

e the exclusive keepers of the king’s conscience, 
if this does not prove one virtue—the virtue of con- 
stancy, at least,in the people? Have they not been 
constant and confiding beyond measure in their at- 
tachment to him? Has their fault not been in too 
much confidence and constancy? 

If what they say be true, and itis a main argu- 
ment with them, that “the voice of the people is 
the voice of God;” that whatever Jackson has done 
they have sanctioned; that he spake and they willed 
it; that he vetoed, and they voted with him; that he 
dictated, and they obeyed, is this not proof positive 
that their affections and their voices have ever sus- 
tained, have ever animated, have ever indulged, 
have ever justified and excused him? Such unex- 
ampled confidence, such unexampled constancy, 
such unexampled attachment and affection were 
never witnessed before in any people towards any 
ruler; and I put it to the candor and sense of justice 
of all men to say whether what the people have 
yielded to their favorite has not been more, trebly 
more, than reward enough for all his services and sa- 
crifices, however great? Admitting the debt of 
their gratitude to him to have been ever so great, I 
ask if the debt has not been more than paid? Whe- 
ther the president does not now owe more than he 
can ever pay to a generous people, who have con- 
fidingly, toa criminal degree, entrusted him with 
their all—their honors, their rights, their liberties, 
their sovereign power? Sir, what can one aged 
man, fast hurrying to the grave, pay to a people in 
consideration of what all the treasures of earth, and 
all the blood of them and their children, may not 
Nothing! Nothing! Yes, yes, there is one 
boon, one sacred legacy, of inestimable value, 
which, in parting from them and the world, he miglit 
have left them. He might have left them the lega- 
cy of a patriot’s advice. He might have left them 
the truth, and solemnly imprinted it upon their 
minds and memories forever, that “they had trusted 
him too much,” and his advice to them, ‘“*never, ne- 
ver in their history, to trust another man as they 
had trusted him,” and he might have returned to 
them their trust, and have restored them to their 
senses. This, and this only, would have repaid 
them. It would have vestored to them what has 
been taken from them, which alone can compens:.te 
for itself. 

The last message of such a president to sucaa 
people should have been the “farewell” of a fat her 
to his children. It should have been deep in \pis- 
dom, profound in its philosophy, hallowed in, its 
lessons of virtue, calm in its tone and temper of 
reason, eloquent in its appeals, sublime in its ,mo- 
ral, aud passionate only in its fervent affection. It 
should have been the legacy of Augustus to his 
successors, the ‘farewell’? address of Washington 
to his countrymen! 

But this is the last annual message of Andrew 
Jackson! I would, for him and his country, that it 
was any thing but what itis. And why is it what 
it is? Gentlemen will pardon me—I mean nothing 
disrespectful to the president—when I say they 
know it is due to candor and truth te say—it Is 
what it is, because 7# is not the message at all of 
‘Andrew Jackson! They know that, immediately 


‘upon the adjournment of the last sessign of con- 





dispersed from their duties at the seat.of govern- 

ment, and from the cares of public business, on 

their respective missions to the states of this union. 

He of state bore despatches to Georgia, and “the 

old chief himself” was lugged along through West- 

ern Virginia, over 

“Ruts and ridges, 

“And bridges 

“Made of planks 

“In open ranks” 

to Tennessee and Alabama. It is a pity, sir, that 

more of the people had not witnessed the executive 

electioneering tour, for then, perhaps, more of the 
states would lave followed the example of Georgia 
and Tennessee, neither of which could be seduced 
or intimidated into the support of “the man”—a 
Tennessee toast said, “the dog’—as well as “the 

master.” Iam told that they carried him about 
like a lion for show, and made him roar like a lion. 
They had catechisms prepared for him, and the ne- 

gotiations of the mission were conducted by pre- 

concerted questions and answers. A crowd would 
collect—on the highway or in the bar-rooms, no 

matier which—and some “village politician” of 
“the party” would inquire—*What think you, ge- 
neral, of sucha man?” Ina loud tone, much too 
stentorian for those lungs which are now lacerated, 
the answer rung—‘‘He is a traitor, sir.” «There, 
there!” repeated the demagogues to the crowd, 
“did you not hear that?” “What think you of 
another, general?” ‘He is a liar, sir!” ‘What of 
another?” ‘He is a black cockade federalist!” 
Of another. ‘He made aspeech for which he paid 
some stenographer five dollars!” And another 
was—*Of no account—no account, sir, and ought 
to be sent home to have his place supplied by a 
more efficient man;”’ and another was—‘‘Upon the 
fence, sir—upon the fence!” ‘But, general, what 
think you of Mr. (the first time Reuben was ever 
called Mister!) Reuben M. Whitney?” ‘There is 
no just cause of complaint against Mr. Whitney, 
sir; he is as true a patriot as ever was; they are all 
liars who accuse him of aught wrong, and the offi- 
cial documents prove them to be so!” All the 
while these responses were repeated by the dea- 
cons of the service, and the people were called to 
give heed to them. Those who saw the farce and 
the frauds did heed them, sir—did heed them. 

My friend (Mr. P.) told them that they would 
kill him: that there was too much travel and fa- 
tigue; too much standing and talking; too much 
bustle and excitement for a weak and infirm old 
man to bear. But still, they showed him about, in 
the heat of summer, and still they made him roar, 
until he frightened the people, who at Jast began 
to apprehend he was alion come to devour their 
freedom of elections, and all else they valued as 
dear. Defeated in his mission, he at length became 
disgusted himself, chagrined and mortified. He 
returned to Washington through Ohio, and, by the 
Guyandotte route, through Virginia again, and has 
been sick and disabled ever since. The loss of 
Tennessee, particularly the Hermitage, excited him 
still more, and this renewed excitement may have 
caused that hemorrhage at the lungs, which has 
been pouring out the current of his life. At no 
moment since his return has he been able to write 
or dictate a message. There he has been lying, as 
it were, a dead lion, who could not even ‘shake 
the dew drop from his mane,” and his couch of in- 
firmity has been haunted by the Perennises and 
Cleanders of his palace as by vampires. In their 
hands has he fallen, and it is because this ‘last an- 
nual message” comes to us and the country reeking 
with the fumes of the kitchen cabinet, that it is 
what it is! 

What is it? The worst as well as the last annual 
message which Andrew Jackson ever wrote—I had 
like to have said, ever sent to both houses of con- 
gress. Its vanity and egotism—its profane hypo- 
crisy and solemn mockery of the good man’s sup- 
plications to the Supreme Ruler of the universe— 
its sophistical nonsense, showing its duplicity to a 
foreign power, and concealing its real policy from 
ourselves—its low, ad captandum arguments, ad- 
dressed to ali the prejudices of ignorance and 
passion, to justify the most shameless attacks upon 
the currency for the vile purposes of licensed de- 
predators on the public lands—its glaring falsehoods 
as to the most important facts of trade, currency, 
banks of deposite and finance—its electioneering, 
continually harping upon an institution dead in 
fact, and thrice wounded since dead—its oft-repeat- 








ed homily against one good bank, and its unblush- 
ing recommendation, in the same breath, of nearly 
i half one hundred bad and irresponsible banks—its 
'disingenuous attempts to reconcile glaring incon- 
_sistencies of the president on the deposite and dis- 
tribution measures—its pitiful apologies for the dis- 
| grace of our arms by Oseola—its bold recommenda- 


ed the constitution of their country.” And per-| gress, the president and his prime ministers were | tion of an increase of the standing army—its unjust 











286 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—DEC. 31, 1836—LAND OFFICE REPORT. 








attempt to cast censure, due to the errors and blun- 
ders of the administration itself, upon the shoulders 
of an innocent state officer, and then calling for an 
appropriation to repair these same errors, which it 
says are not those of this government—-its false 
claim of a national policy, founded in humanity 
toward the Indians—its reiterated jesuitical recom- 
mendation of an amendment of the constitution as 
to the election of president, which was never 
meant to be carried into effect by ‘the party,” or 
to be any thing more than atopic with which to 
prejudice the people’s minds against an election by 
the house—its impudent boast of the intelligence 
and patriotism of the successor, whom executive 
patronage and dictation have succeeded in electing 
—its shallow political economy—its demagoguism 
—its arts of vile deception and humbuggery—its 
rankling venom of party spirit—its miserable rheto- 
ric, sinking below criticism—its grovelling moral 
sentiment—its total want of all sage counsel or ad- 
vice, and of all pathos and feeling—are all equalled 
only by its false certificate in chief to «the prosper- 
ous condition of all the various executive depart- 
ments,” to “the ability and iInteGriry” with 
which they have been conducted, and to the fact of 
the president’s belief, “that there is no just cause 
of complaint from any quarter, at the manner in 
ae they have fulfilled the objects of their crea- 
1on!”’ 
Now, sir, complaints have been loudly made 
from various quarters, by this house and in the 
press, by responsible persons, as to the condition 
of most of the executive departments, and as to the 
want of ability and integrity with which they have 
been conducted; and investigations by us of the 
truth or falsehood, justice or injustice, of these 
complaints, have, heretofore, been doggedly and 
repeatedly refused. ‘The party” were content 
with the mere affirmation by the president to the 
crowd, of their innocence and purity, when he 
knew no more about their guilt than he knew of 
the facts of a certain event in this capitol last 
winter, of which you and I, Mr. Chairman, knew 
all, and more than we wanted to know; about 
which, if the Tennessee papers are, to be believed, 
the president has given another certificate, though 
he was more than a mile off, and there were at 
least seven fathoms of bricks and mortar and stone 
between him and the place of the occurrence.— 
They have made him a witness in both cases where 
it was impossible for him to be a witness, and in 
giving his testimony he has been compelled to re- 
sort to his “imagination for his facts.”” I cared 
nothing about the certificates of the president so 
Jong as they abided in the ephemeral form of heated 
aha declarations along the public roads, or so 
ong as they were read from the stump merely a 
thousand miles off. But, sir, this “certificate in 
chief” is no longer a mere tavern ipse dixit on the 
highway, but it 1s to be filed in the archives of this 
government as part and parcel of the ‘last annual 
message’ of the greatest and best!! Perennis and 
Cleander have certified to their own good behavior, 
innocence and purity, have incorporated their cer- 
tificate in the “last annual message,” and have 
aflixed to it the official manual of Andrew Jackson! 
Is this certificate true? I put it to gentlemen if 
it be not true, whether injustice has not been done 
to Andrew Jackson, to those who have uttered just 
complaints, and to the public service, by this auda- 
cious forged self-acquittal? 


midian king, when he was carried a captive to 
Rome, and saw the corruptions of her citizens, re- 
turned from the city with contempt, and said— 
“give me wealth, and I will buy up the whole re- 
public.” Fanny Wright, I believe, uttered a truth, 
that whenever you see two men talking together, 
there are ten chances tu one they are talking on one 
of three subjects—-*‘trade, politics or religion.” The 
three subjects have, since she wrote the remarks, 
entirely amalgamated into two. Trade and politics 
have now become one. Some of the priests, I am 
told, are offering to join the union, and mammon is 
the god of this day’s worship. Trade, sir, trade 
swallows up every thing! 

Tell me not this is the short session. Investiga- 
tion was refused, last winter, when the session was 
long. I know, sir, that this is an inauspicious period, 
perhaps, to expect gentlemen to look back at the 
past, or to pause a moment on the present. I know 
that every eye is turned, and every mind of gentle- 
men is bent towards the future. ‘Coming events, 
which cast their shadows before,’’ are much more 
dazzling to their hopes and fancies, than painful 
truths of the past or the present are to their memo- 
ries or their wills. They know, sir, that some of 
the swarm of “conservatives’”* which are now fat and 
full of the blood of the treasury, must be driven off 
for some of the lank and hungry “loco foco”’ flies, 
who are voraciously eager to light upon this poor 
body politic of ours. All things may not become 
new, but there must be some changes; and for 
every change there will be some impatient ex- 
pectant. I know that general Jackson has been 
made to say in this “last annual message”—“He 
that cometh after me is mightier than I” but he has 
not been made to add—‘*Whose fan is in his hand,” 
and “he will throughly purge his floor.’’ Sir, lest 
he may not purge his ose 1 wish it to be swept 
clean for him before he comes in, so that Jackson 
ap | not be blamed after he is gone. 

ertain it is I cannot anticipate; time must deve- 
lope the course and the policy of the coming adminis- 
tration. And let no one accuse me of commencing 
an attack upon it in advance. No, sir; so far from 
it though I hold Mr. Van Buren responsible for 
most of the mischief that has been done, and most 
that is now doing; though he has been the caucus 
candidate for the presidency, and was the nomi- 
nated successor; though he ts elected by executive 
patronage, corruption and dictation; though he suc- 
ceeds at the expense of the elective franchise; though 
he is a minority president, and has promised to fol- 
low generally in the footsteps of this kitchen cabi- 
net administration; yet, if he bravely dares to falsi- 
fy that promise, ‘more honored in the breach than 
in the observance;”’ if he will kick away the base 
ladders by which he has climbed to the height of 
his ambition; if he will now leave Falstaff where he 
found hitn, and array around him the wisdom, in- 
telligence, and virtue of the country, and base his 
administration on a sound, elevated and enlightened 
policy, free from corruption, and purely patriotic, 
uncontaminated by party, I will pledge my humble 
support to Ais measures, though I never can support 
the man, or pardon the past examples he has set. 
And why cannot I support the man whilst f ap- 
prove bis measures? For the very reason that he 
has not “entered in at the straight gate.” I shall al- 
ways eschew the example which has been set in 
1836, as I did that of 1325, in the election of president 
of these United States. The one example has been 


Is it true or false, that the various executive de- | rebuked with a vengeance —the other will not be 


partments have been conducted with ability and in- 
tegrity, and that they are in a prosperous condition? 
That is the issue. How is it to be tried? Will gen- 
tlemen tell mc that the president has tried the issue 
already, and that they are content with Ais certifi- 
cate in form? Sir, I begin this session as I ended 
the last session, by asking the opportunity and pow- 
er, and by claiming the right of an investigation by 
a committee, an efficient, able and fair committee, 
with full power to eviseerate the truth. The truih 
is all I desire. J make no accusations, no com- 
plaints, except of the denial of investigation. 

Ifall have been conducted with ability and inte- 
gritv, the departments have nothing to feur, and in- 
vestigation may do great good. If it does not find 
and expose past frand ot corruption, it may pre- 
vent much evil hereafter, by the fear of scrutiny. I 
do sincerely, from the best of motives, earnestly de- 
sire to see the doors of the treasury department, of 
the land offices, of the Indian bureau, and of other 
departments and offices, thrown open to full and 
fair investigation. We then can have the facts of 
which to judge for ourselves,and on which to make 
up our own verdict. It is the duty of the grand in- 
quest to find or ignore a bill for itself, and of the 
venire to try the issue and find a verdict for itself. | 
No jndge, much more no party, shall find a bill, trae 
or false, or render a verdict for them. Cleanse the 


forgiven by me. 

Sir, in this contest one great battle only has been 
fought between power and the people. The result 
isknown. ‘The conflict was not decisive, and must, 
as long as there is an honest heart to hope for free- 
dom—shall go on, until constitutional liberty, law, 
tthe independence of the people, and their represen- 
tatives, honesty, truth and justice. are triumphant, 
crall are fettered in adespot’s chains. Defeated, 
but not conquered; checked by the Pretorian bands 
oi’ patronage, but notarrested in their onward march; 
the patriot army is not discouraged or dismayed; 
smitten, but not struck down, the flag of the country 
is still flying! Defeat may drive some, the craven 
or the cormorant of spoils, from the standard of the 
tru: and the brave, but to the firm and proud spirits 
of the patriot band I would say ‘Who shall separate 
us froin the love of country?* Shall defeat? Ano- 
ther such defeat will be a glorious victory! In this 
“«we are more than conquerors,” for I am persuaded 
that neither office, nor bribe, nor principalities, nor 

oweis, nor things present, nor things to come, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of our country 
its law3, and its liberties! God only knows in whose 
name tiis victory shall be achieved; it matters not; 
but this I know, be he who he may, his cause will 
be consecrated by the toils, the pravers, the sacrifi- 
ces, and the hopes of the nnsubdued and unterrified 





Augean stables, say I, and I say more. The Nu-! 


freeman. No, sir;let no man despair of the repub- 


en 
lic. The fight is not yet ended. The people are 
not yet vanquished. Theirhosts are withdrawn yp- 
ly for the moment to recruit their forces, and to re. 
pair their broken weapons. The weapons of oy, 
warfare are the weapons of truth. It shall be » 
duty to assist in pointing anew its spears and jis 
lances. 

The question on the resolution was then taken 
without further debate, and carried: ayes 86, noes 
78. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THR 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
General land office, Dec. 1, 1836, 

Srr: I have the honor herewith to present state- 
ments exhibiting the operations of the several lang 
offices for the year 1835, and the first, second and 
third quarters of the year 1836, indicating the quan- 
tity of land sold; the amount of cash and scrip re. 
ceived in payment therefor; the amount of the in. 
cidental expenses, and the amount of moneys paid 
into the treasury by the receivers of public money, 
during the said period. See tables markec A and 
B. 

Transmitted herewith, are also copies of the es- 
timates of appropriation required by this braneh of 
the public service during the ensuing year, viz: 

For the general land office, see paper merked (, 

The act of 4th of July, 1836, entitled “an aet to. 
reorganize the general land office,” having omitted 
to make provision for the payment of the salaries 
of the officers and clerks whom it authorised to be 
employed, the paper marked C also indicates the 
amount required to be appropriated to meet pay- 
ment for those salaries to 3ist December, 1336. 

For the office of the surveyors general, see paper 
marked D. 

For surveying the public lands, see paper mark- 
ed E. 

Document marked F is composed of a cireular 
letter addressed to the surveyors general, on the 
first September, 1836, together with their replies 
thereto, in relation to their estimates for the ensuing 
year, and the progress and present condition of the 
public surveys. I No. 2 is a compilation of those 
estimates. 

In the surveying district composed of the states 
of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, the amount of tand 
surveyed, and of lands yet to be oifered for sale, re- 
main the same as represented in the last annual re- 

ort of the late commissioner. The new surveys 
in these districts, to be effected under instructions 
recently issued, embrace all the former smali Indian 
reservations ceded under treaties made this year 
with the Pottawatamie, Chippewa and Wyandot In- 
dians, and all that portion of Michigan not hereto- 
fore surveyed, which borders upon Lake Michigan, 
south of Thunder Bay river, and north of Grand 
river, estimated at about two hundred and seventy- 
five townships. 

In Wisconsin territory, formerly designated Mi- 
chigan, west of Lake Michigan. In addition to 
the returns of the sixty-five townships in the Green 
Bay district, alluded to in the report of last year, 
and which have since been received, the office has 
been advised of the completion of the balance of the 
surveys in this district, anounting to one hundred 
and nineteen townships and fractional townships 
making in the aggregate about one hundred and 
eighty four townships and fractional townships sur- 
veyed, and yet to be offered for sale; being all the 
lands in the Wisconsin territory east of the Missis- 
sippi river, to which the Indian title has been ex- 
tinguished. The necessary instructions have been 
issued for the survey of the Sac and Fox cession 
west of the Mississippi river, and binding on the 
river, which was ceded by treaty on the 21st of Sep- 
tember, 1832, and estimated to contain two hundred 
and fifty townships, and also for laying off the towns 
named in the act of the last session of congress, ap- 
proved on the second day of July, which are situat- 
ed on this tract. 

In Missouri and Illinois. Since the report of the 
late surveyor general, (30th January, 1836), was 
submitted to congress, (now forming document No. 
215, H. R. Ist session, 24th congress), no returns 
of surveys have been made to this office, with the 
exception of the two townships on Rock river, Illi- 
nois, which were surveyed for the Polish exiles.— 
The communication from the present surveyor ¢e- 
neral, dated 8d November, 1836, and the accom)2- 
nying papers marked A, B and C, afford all the in- 
formation received respecting the present situation 
of the field and office work of the surveying district 
composed of those two states. The present sur- 
veyor general having only recently entered upon 
the duties of his office, cannot be expected yet to 
have had time and opportunity of entering fully 
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~ «By Joseph Montgomery, who is completing the 


> surveys under his contract of 1834. 


«By D. A. Spaulding, whe is finishing his con- 
tract of the 9th June, 1835. 

«And by Jesse Applegate, under his contract of 
the 25th day of May of the present year.” 

It being doubtful from the foregoing report, whe- 
ther the field work of the three contracts it enu- 
merates constitutes all the field work to be complet- 
ed of the outstanding contracts, or simply the amount 
of field work at present prosecuting, the surveyor 

eneral has been again written to for more precise 
information. 

On referring to pages 10 and 11 of the surveyor 
general’s report of January 30, 1836, it appears that 
the returns of 36 townships in faa ak and of 134 
townships in Illinois, from the field notes of which 
the plats had been constructed, were at that date 
jn his office. This is all the certain information 
now in possession of this office, in relation tothe 
returns of the field work of the contracts exhibited 
in the lists. 

In Arkansas nearly all the lands that have been 
surveyed and returned to this office have been of- 
fered for sale. The outstanding contracts for sur-. 
yeying at the commencement of the present yea: 


- embraced the exteriors of 69 townships, and the: 


subdivision of 60 townships, as will appear by th: 


» jast annual report of the surveyor general then in 


office which accompanied the report of the com - 
missioner, of December 5. 1835, (see document FI. 
R. ist session 24th congress), to which, in the a’o- 


» sence of the expected 0 of the present incurn- 


4 pent, I beg leave to re 





a Bee. See ee 
ceaait Metieee PE ce 


er. The surveys recom- 
mended in the surveyor general’s report, just re- 
ferred, constitute the new surveys which have b2en 
ordered this year, amounted in all to 110 towns'aips 
and fractional townships, selected in different parts 
of the state, with a view to the public accomw oda- 
tion; of these, 60 townships are to be subdivided 
for market. 

In Louisiana. There are in this state, prepared 
for market, but not yet offered for sale, 250 town- 


" ships and fractional townships, situated chiefly in 


the south eastern district, and in the north end of 
the Opelousas (south western) district, near the 


| great raft of Red river, and 110 townships known 


to be surveyed, the returns of which have not yet 
been received. In addition tothe survey of private 
claims, &c. already in progress, the surveyor gene- 


_ ral has been instructed respecting the survey of the 


_ tract recently ceded by the Caddo Indians, on the 
» great raft of Red river, which, it is said, may be es- 
' timated at one million of acres. 


In Mississippi. With the exception of about 40 


_ townships, situated chiefly in the Chochuma dis- 
| trict,and upon the south boundary of the Chickasaw 
' cession, all the lands, in this state, north of the 31st 


| degree of latitude have been surveyed, and, i 
t 


8 townships recently returned have been broug 
into market. The expected report of the newly 


| appointed surveyor general for this state, on the 


condition of the surveys in his district and the de- 
tails of his office, has not been received; but, as 


+ Soon after its arrival as practicable, the instructions 


alluded to in the commissioner’s report of last year, 
relative to the examination of their errors in locat- 
lug and surveying the vonfirmed private claims 
south of the 31st degree of latitude, will be renew- 
en, 

The expectations expressed in the commissioner’s 
teport of last year, in regard to the progress of the 
surveys in the Chickasaw cession of 1832, have been 
fulfilled. The plats of 807 townships and fractional 
townships (including the portion of the cession in 
Alabama) have been returned to this office; and 
219 of them having been proclaimed for sale, 58 
fownships and fractional townships remain to be 
dilered; the survey of the remainder of the cession, 
stimated to be about equal to 30, is nearly com- 
pleted, and will be finished it is expected, in a short 
line after the running of the line separating this 
cession of 1830, now in progress, is completed.— 
lhese townships are situated near that line, and in 
the south western part of the cession, near the Mis- 
SiSsippl. 

In Alabama. With the exception of the Cherokee 
lands recently ceded, and a few islands in the Ten- 
lessee river, and fractions of townships, sitnated 
chiefly upon the unsettled eastern boundary of the 
state, and those south of 31 degree of latitude, and 
al the lands have been surveyed and offered for 
sale, The eastern boundary line of the state not 
having been yet determined, so far as this office is 
Informed, the instructions have been withheld for 

Closing the public surveys upon that line, for which 
* special appropriation of $1,000 was made at the 
last session of congress; which, therefore, has not 
been expended. As these surveys must remain un- 
finished, to the serious injury of a large number of 
Scitlers on the lands, and in their immediate vicini- 


ty, tintil the line in question is recognized by the 
the proper authorities, it is hoped that early steps 
nov, taken for its final adjustment, either hy re- 
cog nizing the line said to have been already run and 
ma rked under the authority of the state of Georgia, 
or by causing a new line to be run. 

In Florida. In consequence of continual Indian 
he stilities, the surveying operations in this district 
hzive been suspended, and will have to remain so 
watil the removal of the Seminole Indians shall be 
effected. There are at present 211 townships and 
fractional townships prepared for market, but not 
¢ ffered for sale, all of which are situated east of the 
‘Suwannee river, and north of the Wythlacoochee 
tciver. The surveys in the western portion of the 
territory have, for the most part, been completed, 
and the lands brought into market. 


Interspersed throughout the different surveying 





districts there are a number of tracts, portions of 
townships, islands and swamps, susceptible of being 
reclaimed, &c. which, from various causes, were 
not surveyed at the time of the survey of the conti- 
guous lands. The present enhanced value of most 
of those tracts appears to render them matters of 

ublic interest, which is increasing every year; and 
it is regretted that the frequent attempts to effect 
the survey of them have hitherto failed, by reason 
of the inadequacy of the present maximum of com- 
pensation. 


The frequent inquiries and great interest mani- 
fested in relation to lands of this description, induc- 
ed this office, in the circular letter of 1st September 
last, to call the attention of the surveyors general to 
the subject, and to require them to estimate speci- 
fically for the cost of all such work. In pursuance 
of such instruction, it will be perceived, from the 
accompanying documents, that the surveyor gene- 
ral of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan and the surveyor 
general of Florida, have both estimated for survey- 
ing unfinished portions of townships, islands, lakes, 
&e. at an average of five dollars per mile; and the 
surveyors general of Alabama and Louisiana have 
both estimated, for a similar description of work, at 
a price not exceeding eight dollars per mile. And 
it will be perceived that those specific estimates are 
taken into view, in the estimate of surveying ex- 
penses for the next year, submitted by this office. 


The paper G, herewith transmitted, is a state- 
ment shewing the amount of forfeited land stock, 
issued and surrendered at the United States land 
offices, to the 30th September, 1836; also, the 
amount of military land scrip surrendered to the 
same period. 

The paper H, is an exhibit of the periods to 
which the monthly accounts of the registers and re- 
ceivers of the public land offices have been render- 
ed, and showing the balance of cash in the receiv- 
ers’ hands at the date of the last monthly accounts 
current, and the periods to which the receivers’ 
quarterly accounts have been rendered. 

Land scrip and Virginia military surveys. 

Since the last annual report from this office, the 
second section of the act entitled “an act making 
appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of government for the year 1835,”’ has been compli- 
ed with, by issuing of scrip, in satisfaction of all 
the Virginia military warrants surrendered to the 
first day of September of that year, with the excep- 
tion of about thirty-eight thousand acres on war- 
rants suspended by reason of defects in the title 
papers, but which, it is expected, will be speedily 
completed. Considerable progress has also been 
made during the same period, in the issuing of pa- 
tents on surveys founded_on Virginia military war- 
rants; and the office indulges the hope that all the 
remaining cases will be disposed of prior to the date 
of the next annual report. 

The issuing of the pene lands sold—pre-emplion 
claims. 

The pre-emption claims under the act of June 
19, 1834, and those under the different acts of 1814, 
1816, 1830, 1832 and 1833, have had a tendency to 
delay the issuing of the patents for lands sold, in 
nearly all the United States land offices. The late 
law granted to the settlers the term of twvo years from 
the date of its passage, at any time during which 
they might establish their claim, and make payment 
therefor, But in case the lands were proclaimed 
for public sale during the continuance of the pre- 
emption term, the pre-emption was required to be 
established before the commencement of such pub- 
lic sale. 

The ordinary private entries being permitted to 
proceed during the whole term of operation of the 
pre-emption law, it has resulted that numerous in- 
stances exist where the land to which pre-emovtion 
claims have been satisfactorily est sblished are disco- 
vered to have been previously entered at ordinary pri- 
i vate sale, The consequence has been, that no patents 





j forlands sold in any land districts during the pre- 


emption term,.(from 19th June, 1834, to 19th June 


1836,) could with safety be issued until after the re- 
ceipt of the June returns for 1836 affording evidence 


of the entire amount of pre-emption claims admitted 


under the law. In addition to this cause of delay 
in the issuing of patents, it has been made the duty 
of this office to review the whole of the evidences 
on which pre-emption claims were admitted in 
order to ascertain that the provisions of the law 
had been fairly complied with in each case—a 
labor which has occupied a large share of attention, 
and which has so far progressed as to admit of the 
release of the certificates of purchase, for the pur- 
pose of patenting, in the Helenaand Fayetteville dis- 
tricts, in Arkansas; in all the districts of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Michigan, and Missouri; the districts of Caha- 
ba and Demopolis, in Alabama; the Green Bay dis- 
trict in Wisconsin; and the Mount Salus (now Jack- 
son) district, in Mississippi, so that with some few 
exceptions, the patents fur lands sold in the enume- 
rated districts will be no longerdelayed by pre-emp- 
tion claims. 

The number of certificates of purchase issued at 
the land officers during the year ending: on the 30th 
of September last is found to be 184,949. 

The present aggregate number of certificates of 
purchase remaining in this office, on which patents 
are to be issued is ascertained to be 263,017. Of 
these it may be remarked that a large portion in- 
cludes several tracts, instances being numerous 
where they require the issuing of from ten to twen- 
ty separate patents. 

Recorder’s office. 

Since the commencement of operations in the of- 
fice of the recorder of the general land office, in 
August last, with a much smaller force than is in- 
tended to be permanently allotted to the duties of 
that bureau, (of writing, recording and transmit- 
ting patents), there have been written therein 21,724 
patents. and 21,661 have been recorded. In addi- 
tion to which there have been otherwise prepared, 
since the act of reorganization, 4,680 patents all of 
which bear date subsequent to that act. 

Much interruption of the regular course of busi- 
ness in that bureau resulted from the unavoidable 
necessity connected with general official conveni- 
ence, of frequently detaching from it, at different 
periods, many of the persons there employed, for 
the purpose of assigning them to duty on other 
branches of the office. From this canse it may be 
said the bureau has but recently been operating with 
an unchanged regular force, and that if no necessity 
for the interruption alluded to had existed, a hea- 
vier amount of work would have been accomplished 
during the same period. 

Since the date of the last annual report, the num- 
ber of patents actually transmitted, together with 
those now in immediate course of transmission, to 
the district land offices, is 80,940, bearing date pri- 
or to the act of reorganization. 

The absence of the soliciter, provided for this 
office by the act of reorganization, has no doubt, 
prevented as rapid a progress in deciding cases of 
conflicting pre-emption claims as might have result- 
ed under the complete organization of the pre-emp- 
tion bureau. lam happy, hoy-ever, in being enabled 
to state that, since the adjournment of congress, a 
very considerable number of cases of contested pre- 
emption claims have been s2ttled, or placed in pro- 
per train for final decision, many of which are pe- 
culiarly complicated. 

The registry of the sales of public lands (a labor 
independently necessary in order to impose a test 
to the accuracy of the operations of the land offices), 
has progressed with unexam pled rapidity, since tlie 
increased means of executing the duties of this 
office have been placed at its disposal. 

The impediments of the issning of patents for 
sales of public lands in the Louisiana districts, 
hitherto existing, are in rapid process of being re- 
moved, so far as operations in this office are con- 
cerned; and this subject will receive that degree of 
special attention which its importance imperatively 
demands. 

In conclusion, I have to state that. under the pro- 
visions of the Chickasaw treaties, of the 20th of 
October, 1832, and 24th of May, 1834, the sales of 
the lands ceded thereby commenced in Ponitoc, Mis- 
sissippi, on the first Monday in January last; and 
by the retnrns made to this office, it appears that, up 
to the 30th of September last, they amounted to the 
sum of $1,080,118 61. The operations of that of- 
fice are not included in any of the statements here- 
with furnished as te nett proceeds of the sales con. 
stitute a fund for the benefit of. that tribe, and are 
available to the treasury for the general purposes 
of the government. 

All of which of is most respectfully submitted. 

JOHN M. MOORE, acting 
comm:ssioner of the general land office. 





Hoi. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 





eT prema preegeeene 











Great fill of snow throughout France. There had 
been much snow, more especially in the south of | 
France. This happening before the close of Octo- 
her is deemed a rare occurrence. At Toulon and 
Marseilles the mountains were covered, and there 
were severe gales on the coast. The roads were 





mazes at $10,000. 


Flogging to death at sea. The Boston Post states 


John Wilson, one of his crew, so that he died.— 





Wilson, it seems, deserted during the voyage and 


hat captain Otis Taylor, of the brig Martha The- | roads in the union. 
resa, has been held to bail in that city, for flogging | able to travel to and from Harrisburgh to Philadel- 
'phia by rail road and by daylight. ‘The tunnel will 
| be completed early next summer. 











. 4 " "Yr ! 
Lancaster three imiles less than the turnpike, Te 
will be one of the finest as well as the straightest 
Hereafter passengers will be 
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| , \7 as ==——=— an ‘ 
seiljad den CHRON ICLE. a ns choked up with the snow, Oct. 29, at Marseilles, was recaptured a fortnight afterwards, and sei... 
a custom house 0 rench | that the diligence was detained some time. ‘The | up in the main tigging, and two dozen lashe z 
paper states that an amusing adventure lately oc- | olives are not injured, and no serious injury te: the | inflicted on his back by captain T. He ie Nt : ges 
‘curred at Boulogne. A lady stepped out of a packet| vintage is apprehended, as experience proves that | put in irons; next morning he was again {ioc ry eye 
boat which ‘had just arrived at the wharf, with aj the light frosts usual at the beginning of Novem ber | reeeiving a dozen each, from the Ist and 24 Bed, FirTH § 
‘small box under her arm. Some appearance of fur, | gives a desirable flavor to the grapes of Saint C'yr, | He was again put in irons for a fortnight 8 a 
which ered through a crevice in the box, at- es Coteux and Breze, which are rarely gathe’red | on bread and water. He beeame sick and died , 
tracted the notice of a vigilant custom house of- | till after All Saints Day. At Caen in the north, of! about three weeks after the floggings. A he, [ee— 
ficer, sae il ai i hen ti that some smug-| France the snow was a foot deep. _ | twelve tailed cat was used, he had his shirt ; 
sa fa : » : ; _— 
Beads: anit radcly insisted’ of bettie hay Joseph Bonaparte is expected to leave London when unished Captain T’. obtained his bail, and eeuissinst 
It was delivered to him with apparent a Reaping early in the spring, on his return to the United was liberated from custody. [N. Y. Transcript, THE ’ 
But he had no sooner put his hand on the any States, his residence at Bordentown, in the state ‘of| New article of furniture. A New York Yankee sent shee 
than it sprang off, and a hideous figure about 3 feet New parry being ordered to be prepared for his ro! ae an improved bee hive, which ig sai aa ing 
high, arrayed in the most uncouth costume, started pag o bee: teemappesrsnce of and to be, in fact, an, ive depa 
out of the box! It was one of those children’s; Mr. Day, the celebrated blacking manufacturer, hogany side-board, with drawers above, and a clo. nat i 
toys called raagicians, manufactured for the amuse- | Who died lately in London, has by his will, bearing; set beraw, wan qiens doors, to be placed in th, a side 
ment of children, when by the means of an elastic | date immediately after the marriage of his daughter: chamber of a house, and to be connected with the reservec 
wire, an object is made to start from the box, on with Mr. H. Clagget left to her a life interest in | OP€™ @T by a tube passing through the wall. Th, P 
removing the cover. This unfortunately for the| £4,000 a year, payable to her receipt alone, and Sperasone See: meee Gre cleasty' seen trough th, Mr. E 
officer, happened to be of an unusual size—and he | ©2,000 a year to Mrs. Day. These sums to go in qed Sones, ane Mie chouey 9: deposited in tt, the “Inte 
was so terrified at the unexpected and horrid spec- equal divisons, after their respective deaths, to his Cremnens. man left ' 
tacle, that uttering one shriek, he dropped the ob- nephews and nieces, whom he has appointed resi- | A Utica paper of Dec. 20, says—‘Cox, the por. conseque 
ject of his fears, and fled in dismay from the quay! duary legatees to his estate, amounting to £ 450,000; | ter of the Oneida bank, who has been imprisy ome. 
; Prisoned h 
Hay. An English paper of a late date mentions the business. in Holborn is ordered to be sold. for some time past, on suspicion of having robbe, 
B o - mn . * 
that a vessel was about to sail from Aberdeen for} Southey, the English poet Laureate, has sent a the bank, was called up before the grand Jury last Mus.G 
the United States, with 62 tons of hay, and another | Poetical contribution to the Knickerbocker—being week, and after a full investigation was acquitted, cer” that 
larger cargo was to follow from the Clyde. his first appearance as a contributor to an Ameri- the jury as we have been informed, giving him ; utive se 
The latest Paris letters mention the occurrence can periodical. certificate that there was no evidence against him.” onfirmat 
of three heavy failures of houses in that city. There The honors of war. In the hotel des invalids, at _Ahe. president of the United states: has recog. A c “§ 
had also been three extensive failures in Antwerp. | Paris, there were 3,200 old soldiers and 300 officers ma sie mew, Fem Shey Sah tap Ap ismganly *« note 
It is added that neither of them has any connection ie blind, 5 neti og wpe of the grand armies aah republic of Uruguay, for the port of ep ‘ 
with the United States. of France. any of these old braves are fond , : 
pg ge er ee, eae reading, and an interesting spectacle is often wit-| A resolution has passed the senate of South Car. ourt mat 
hit y i 4: the . y an nessed in the library-room connected with the in- | olina, authorizing a subscription of one milli 
scientific society has just been formed at Cairo) cti¢,4 ; ; ; pri P were! 
der the title of the Keunti fo ~~ | Stitution. There is one old soldier who can read |} dollars to the stock of the Charleston and Cincinna. Evect 
wa ap hie n ie he P i i oe 2 +O SOCIELY, \W ibe pr a very well; but having lost both his arms, he is un- | ti rail road company. pveral stat 
a the stn ay es hy ‘4d 7 Pen immense Nbrary ail) able to hold a book. There is another who has Th : . od for tha 
a | Win; he ther er ne bei grata) to Egypt, | both his hands, but has lost his eyes. They were | qj); 4 State aA Santa Ana, president of th nder th 
a BOG AO POW, PACER eter Tae a uced by a) often seen together, the blind man holding a book, | ; nited States of Mexico, being on his “PL to Wash. among th 
ij meinber, have the privilege of visiting the establish- | which the ott . f > |ington, city is confirmed. He was at Plaquemine f Massa 
ah ment gratis, ail the information they may desire re- Wren. She. cries Sends apis: see the Dear <t DOR: | on the Mississippi, on the 12th instant, and was t wo or th 
at lative to their travels throuch the country profitabl The old heavy French diligences, which go along | ascer.d the river the same day on his way thither, orally 
ie nd economical! * YP y at the jog trot of some seven miles the as = ) y illegally 
ie and e m r i: ! ne > —al- . ~ meriod riz 
We Nae . - | ways safe by their solidity, and always behind hand|_ ,.¢ ¢2™ by the Indiana Journal, that a joint re- 7) ek 
of Rio Grande, October 14. Information was re-| by their ponderosity—are about to be exploded.— solution has been introduced in the legislature of and we 
whit & ceived a few days since, of the entire defeat of the | Lord H. Seymour, under the ie of the | vat state, opposed to the annexation of Texas to ni 
ee revolutionary forces near Port Alegre, and of their| French government, is about to introduce that per- the United States. It has passed a second reading, os 0 
1): a commander and\ most of his officers having been | fection of travelling by horse flesh, a line of Sue. eee Sees a Erogacs-98 interesting eiacupie swpege 
ig . ‘ made prisoners. | This, it is generally supposed, | lish stage coaches, and relays of English horses, be- when taken up for its final passage. w pre 
i oe will put an end to the war in a short time. tween the French coast and Paris. Rail roads will Dr. Bird, author of the Gladiator, &c. las been eharacter 
aie We regret to learn, by a letter from Edinburgh, | 00m supersede them all. elected a member of the Dramatie Authors’ society The fo 
al that sir Robert Liston died at his country seat near of London. ion the su 
that city, about th close of October. He lived toa DOMESTIC CHRONICLE, : A United States frigate was seen on the 24th, Article 
ee most venerable age, since he must have been up- A coach made of the wood of the Constitution.— | sixt il th of t anes of Virginia. The such mar 
1) hae ds of ninety y Id when he died. H A A beautiful coach has been built entirely of th Pot, are tO 2 et enees Ch. See, 2 ve 
| a wards of ninety years old when he aled. e Wi au ren OU € | Pot fi h i wi a numb 
re be Teddaed ber many of our citizens as an am- wood of the old frigate Constitution, at Amherst, in from the P self ar edie eed ' ff of nat 
bassador from the court of St. James to this re- epee It is intended, as we are informed, The Bowery theatre in New York, lately ¢ may be e 
ublic, before its political capital had been removy- | for a new year’s present to genera! Jackson, and ee ee See represent 
Pi in Wishingtoh. P (Phil. Gaz. | Was pela for by as contributions of several gentle- os pA Deroy a oe and is ty bere. : rf i 
ass he ie : men of this city. It is now at Washington, packed Zonday Mgnt next. slecto 
» wi ithe Lritish provinces < “i a ype gon, ; : lector. 
MP ashen on Ae aa eee ead oe ina large box from which it will be taken on new The brig Monrovia, captain Kelly, from Phila- 
of the 15th lettant deve: “The sinsinaeill shelled year’s morning. [N. Y. Post. delphia, arrived at the port of Laguira, on the 23d Cex. 
and salubrity of the weather, which we have ex-| The Virginia house of delegates bas before it a November, a distance direct of about 1,900 miles, on the 26 
perienced for some time back, are the theme of a prvi One of its members, Mr. Scott, |!" the remarkable passage of nine days. ntil he i 
common congratulation.” The St. John, (N. B.) | Of Powhattan, being, as he thought, insulted by a/ The brig Boxota, captain Clear, which arrived ¢ ille **so; 
Courier of the 10th, says: “The weather for some | Witness named Hopkins, who was testifying before | New York on Monday from St. Croix, performed act is of | 
time past has been truly delightful; this morning | @ cs : a ae struck him—a struggle | her voyage in the remarkably short space of oneal Lynch ar 
itis more like May then December.” ensued, which the members present soon put an} seven days! She made her passage out in 9, al pion; for | 
Shiinvoels i a 4h Whe Biltich house of end to. Subsequently it was renewed at the door | home in 12 days. , ” punish hi 
coaehaeh a heweials. states that the Mica ibe of the house, and thereupon both parties were taken The foot ina te eruta: Been s alba heir ow 
ea Ua 8S | into custody by the sergeant-at-arms. Mr. Hop- yi ghee i tes die! a te ital vere not 
of British shipping at sea amounts to nearly | jing is contesting the seat of Mr. § passenger on the rail road, we were informed thal Ty ry 
7 5 ; . s ‘ 2 se . tt. ‘aah, : TS aediae His vis 
£ 3,000,000 per annum, and the loss of lives to 1,000 ¢ ie? ee ge Saag the foot race on the Augusta race course, for $3,000 Ti ; 
each year. bp Murvom > cop ana yy New York Ex- | aside, distance 50 yards, between Perret, a Gcor- we 
AB RR: Me REN fone ee | press of yesterday informs us that it is in contem- | gian, and Day, a Kentuckian, took place on Satur _ 9 
a f a gee we" casino Bins Engiish sree plation by a number of wealthy individuals, of that | day last, and resulted in favor of the former—beat- Nes. 
eon oats ceive ne eat ae nn. | city, to apply to the legislature for the privilege of'| ing Day by near six feet. The time, as near as ou! 
tenance of their public roads; they are about 20,000 S . P patevt bes Fans ft T 
eailes rv least I f , y , banking: that they design to issue no notes, or if| informant could recollect, 4 seconds. The cours HE I 
or . oa thelial ial ie rad ig a less denomination than fifty or a hun- | was crowded, and much betting on the result. a _ 
Mr. Cass, appointed United States minister to} dred dollars, to be responsible in their private for-| gps. ory p 7 eS Te 1p reeks, | 
France, arrived at Portsnouth, England, November! tunes. Their business will be confined to receiving D nis Aver Ne ne 8 0 gga — gt 12,000 m 
2d, inthe Quebec, 22 days from New York. deposites and discounting notes after the English ay ifr ee were ts fo awe ne In a few 
° : eye ; a) place of Mr. Dickens, chosen secretary of the se di 
During the past year there were destroyed in the plan. This mode, adds the Express, will be gene- | 544, wae the 
different. provinces in Sweden the following num- rally acceptable to ali parties. Tha Tradesmen’s bank of New York has de » shy 
" anim: ‘prey; 144 bears, 5 volves, : ‘inquiry < ick , j ply hey in @ SERS OF. NOM. Sh ee bat Ff 
a of eye ly ge aig a i Hoo ian B64 be court 26 wae at Frederick, have adjourn- | cjared a dividend of seven per cent. for the last six hat fror 
ynxes, 7,592 oxes, 2,505 eagies, and other raven- | ed,in order to give time for the arrival of witnesses | months. and the bank of A mm dividend of five least are 
ous birds. This was exclusive of the slaughter by | and the arranging of documents, to 4th preximo. per eae nk eens be sates > of men ii 
a a 4: oe rt. . “ A : | . . 
private bupting abide 9, : _The suit instituted against the Boston and Pro-| pho Harrisburch Telecranh of Friday savs: One fortress, 
Horrible! A Nova Scotia paper informs us that a} vidence rail road company, by the United States |  emaceee ates fp ortee tubes Bere pA A corr 
: ae ong ‘a, : ‘track of the Harrisburgh and Lancaster rail 10a 
house was lately burutin Western Bey, Newfound- | seamen who were injured by two locomotives com-|j. now completed. wiih the ‘on of a short that the 
land, and melancholy to relate, six children, the only | ing in contact some months ago, was to be tried on 4; ‘ vat th ar nat - excepnion @ si oy. Mpoads in 
inmates at the time, were burnt to cinders! The Monday at Dedham, before the court of common | eA tot oH meter rpg gre ed This [ecling a 
parents were absent in another part of the island. | pleas. The passed midshipman, has laid his da- oad uated ha’ didlaabe’ batekans this dice and [ee Unbere 
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